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A message from Mrs Farren...     
 

What a wonderful week we have enjoyed at Norton! Our iSingPOP 
experience has brought so much joy to our school, giving the children the 
chance to sing together, grow in confidence and celebrate being part of 

our community. It has been a lovely reminder of how powerful shared 
experiences can be in helping every child feel included and valued. 

One of the most special things about iSingPOP was its inclusive spirit. 
Children of all ages had a part to play, and every contribution mattered. 
Taking part together gave the children an opportunity to encourage one 
another and experience the pleasure of belonging to something bigger 
than themselves. This reflects our vision for everyone at Norton to 

belong, thrive and achieve, and brings our STAR values of Strive, Think, 
Act and Respect to life. 

 
I would like to say a heartfelt thank you to everyone who attended our 
concerts. Your presence, encouragement and applause helped make the 
performances such special occasions for the children. It was wonderful 
to share their enthusiasm with our families and wider community. Thank 
you, too, to the iSingPOP team and our staff for the care, energy and 

hard work that made this experience possible. I am very proud of all our 
children and the way they joined in. 

 
The children also thoroughly enjoyed their visit to the Cheltenham 

Literature Festival this week. Experiencing the excitement of a festival 
devoted to books and hearing authors bring their ideas and stories to 
life helped show them that reading can open the door to new worlds. 

Opportunities like this can spark curiosity, introduce children to books 
they might not otherwise discover and inspire them to try writing 

stories of their own. We hope this experience will strengthen their 
passion for books and encourage them to keep exploring, talking about 

and enjoying their reading. 
 

Weeks like this show why we place such importance on enriching the 
children’s lives beyond the classroom. Singing together and discovering 
the joy of books gives them opportunities to find new interests, build 
confidence and create happy memories. Thank you for helping us make 

Norton such a welcoming and inspiring place to learn. 
 

With warm wishes, 
Mrs Farren and Team Norton 

16th October 2026 
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Class News – 16th October 2026 

This week in Little Learners we have been busy exploring textures through sensory play. The children 
have enjoyed a variety of activities including; making cocoa scented playdough, exploring dry and wet oats, 
and exploring gloop with sticks. We also went on an Autumn walk across the field, and collected leaves and 

sticks to create our own Autumn collages. Inspired by the literacy festival this week, we celebrated 
literacy through play by holding a Gruffalo themed day! The Gruffalo by Julia Donaldson is a firm 

favourite story to be shared in Little Learners. We explored a sensory tray with natural found objects 
inspired by the deep dark wood! We also made our own Gruffalo's using playdough and materials. We also 

shared the new story, "Gruffalo Granny". 
 

Advance notice- Too soon for Christmas? We think not! We have a proposed date for our Christmas Stay 
and Play session which will be held in our classroom. Thursday 10th December 2.00pm-3.00pm. More details 

will follow soon on Class Dojo. 
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What an unforgettable week for Key Stage 1! Our Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 pupils had an 
absolute blast at the Cheltenham Literature Festival, where they were treated to a high-energy, action-

packed session with the incredible author Jim Beckett. 
 

Jim swept the children away on a wild adventure as he introduced us to Buzz, the star character of his 
story. The hall was filled with laughter and excitement as the children took part in an interactive quiz, 

voting on whether they were secretly more "wolf" or "sausage"! The fun didn't stop there—Jim brought 
out his furry companion for a special sing-along before helping our creative young writers craft a brand-
new, original story right on the spot. To top off a magical morning, Jim performed our very own custom 

tale live on stage, accompanied by his musical instrument. 
 

It was an inspiring experience that brought storytelling to life and left our young readers full of 
creativity! 

What an unforgettable experience for Key Stage 2! Our Year 3 and Year 4 pupils had an absolute 

blast at the Cheltenham Literature Festival, where they enjoyed a high-energy, action-packed session with 
the incredible former Children’s Laureate Michael Rosen and teacher and author MC Grammar. 

The children were treated to an exciting musical showdown as rhymes and raps went head-to-head in a 
lively celebration of poetry, performance and wordplay. With plenty of laughter, rhythm and energy, 

Michael Rosen and MC Grammar brought words to life, showing the children just how much fun poetry can 
be! The performance was a fantastic opportunity for our young learners to experience language in a fresh 

and engaging way, inspiring them to explore rhyme, rhythm and creative expression for themselves. 

It was an unforgettable experience that left our budding poets buzzing with excitement, celebrating the 
magic of words and the joy of reading, writing and performing! 

What an exciting author for upper Key Stage 2 to see! Our Year 5 and Year 6 pupils had a fantastic 

time at the Cheltenham Literature Festival, where they had the exciting opportunity to meet the 
incredible author Katherine Rundell and hear all about her latest book. 

The children were captivated as Katherine shared insights into her writing, her imagination and the 
inspiration behind her stories. However, one moment stole the show and certainly got everyone talking 

when the children returned to school — Katherine revealed that she had eaten a tarantula! This surprising 
revelation sparked plenty of conversation, with our curious pupils eager to share their thoughts and 

reactions with their classmates. 

It was a truly memorable experience that brought books and storytelling to life, encouraged the children 
to embrace their curiosity and showed them that real-life adventures can be just as extraordinary as 

those found within the pages of a book! 
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Important Information Pages 
 

Don’t forget to check our Important Information Pages!  

You’ll find key updates, deadlines and useful information 
about school life, including details from companies we work 

with, such as School Trends, catering and music lessons. 

 

Things can change from week to week, so check back 
regularly to stay in the loop! 

 

Thanks everyone! 
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Dates for your diary for October/November: 

Tuesday 20th - (9am) Thursday 22nd October - Harvest food collections 

Wednesday 21st October - Harvest assembly see page 9 

Friday 23rd October  - BREAK THE RULES DAY! see page 18 

      - Last day of term, finish normal time.  

Half term: Monday 26th - Friday 30th October 

Tuesday 3rd November   - Diwali workshops see page 12 

Wednesday 4th November  - Diwali workshops  

Thursday 5th November   - Year 1&2 trip to Westonbirt see page 11 

Monday 30th November   - Schoolastic book fair returns! More info coming soon!  

Day: The School Day: After school clubs Lunch Menu (week 1) 

Monday  

Football (Y1/2) 

Lego  

Dance  

Art  

Tomato pasta 

Cheese and pepper whirl with herby rice 

Jacket potato with beans/cheese/tuna 

Tuesday Harvest donations 
Football (Y3/4) 

Gardening  

Sausage roll with potato wedges 

Soya mince pasta bake 

Jacket potato with beans/cheese/tuna 

Baguette with ham/cheese/tuna 

Wednesday 

Harvest assembly 10:30am 

 

Football match after 
school (no football club) 

Football (Y5/6)  

Storytime Squad  

Roast chicken with roast potatoes 

Vegan sausage with roast potatoes 

Jacket potato with beans/cheese/tuna 

 

Thursday 
Harvest donation deadline 
9am 

Gymnastics 

Board & Card 
Games 

Cross Country 

Mindful Colouring 

Spaghetti bolognaise 

Coconut curry with rice 

Jacket potato with beans/cheese/tuna 

Baguette with ham/cheese/tuna 

Friday 

Fish fingers with chips 

Cheesy broccoli frittata with chips 

Jacket potato with beans/cheese/tuna 

BREAK THE RULES DAY! See page 18 

 

Finish normal time for half term 
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PTA have some great events 
planned this year (more 

details nearer each event), 
but we need your support to 
be able to run them. If you 
are able to spare an hour of 
your time to help at one of 
these events please get in 

touch: 
norton.sch.pta@gmail.com  

mailto:norton.sch.pta@gmail.com
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Relating to our brain boost challenge… this would be a great family 
activity to do together before you use the conversation starter! 
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Disclaimer:  

Norton School accepts no responsibility for anything 

advertised on the following pages.  

 

Please assure yourselves of the safety, security and suitability 

of any item contained on the red pages. 
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