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A message from Mrs Farren...     
 

As we reach the end of this half term, I would like to say a 
heartfelt thank you for your support during our Ofsted inspection. 
Your kind words, encouragement and contributions to the parent 
questionnaire were greatly appreciated. I would also like to thank 

the 15+ parents who spoke directly to the inspectors - you’re 
positivity and kind words about the school was noted by the 

inspectors. The partnership between home and school is such an 
important part of what makes Norton a special place. 

 
We were delighted that the feedback from the inspectors was 
overwhelmingly positive. They particularly praised our children’s 

behaviour and the strength of our personal development provision, 
recognising the opportunities children have to grow in confidence, 

develop their interests and contribute to school life. We are 
immensely proud of our pupils and the kindness, respect and 

enthusiasm they show each day. 
 

The inspectors also recognised the strength of our school team and 
the important role Norton plays within the wider community. This 

reflects the care, dedication and commitment of our staff, 
governors and families, who work together to help every child 

belong, thrive and achieve. 
 

It has been a busy and rewarding half term, with so much to 
celebrate. Thank you for your continued trust and support, and for 

everything you do to help our school flourish. 
 

We wish all our children and families a wonderful half term. We 
hope you enjoy time together, opportunities to rest and some lovely 

autumn days. Why not have a look at pages 4 and 5 together to 
inspire some half term family fun! We look forward to welcoming 

everyone back for the next exciting chapter of our school year, the 
first week back is full of activities so make sure you read the diary 

on page 18. 
 

With warm wishes, 
Mrs Farren and Team Norton 
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Class News – 23rd October 2026 

Little Learners have enjoyed exploring our rhyme of the week 
through multimedia activities, including making our own playdough 
frogs to sit on our log! We have also enjoyed many opportunities 

exploring our outdoor learning areas, the park has been a favourite 
spot for exploration and play! The children have also enjoyed 

engaging in construction activities. They have been very creative 
building a 'town for the Smeds and the Smoos' and building homes 
for hedgehogs. We also investigated how things work by exploring 

Bee-Bots, and mechanical toys. 
 

We wish you a safe and happy half term. 
Vicky and Jess 

 
Advance notice- Too soon for Christmas? We think not! We have a 

proposed date for our Christmas Stay and Play session which will be 
held in our classroom. Thursday 10th December 2.00pm-3.00pm. 

More details will follow soon on Class Dojo. 
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In Year 1 this week we presented a weather report 
in Science based around a season and it’s typical 

weather. We created our Paul Klee portraits in Art 
using our knowledge of regular and organic shapes. We 
ordered numbers from smallest to greatest in Maths.  

In Year 4 this week we have 

finished writing our persuasive 
reports in English persuading people 
to come to a magic show. We have 

included fronted adverbials, 
rhetorical questions and alliteration to 

make our writing more exciting for 
the reader. In science, we learnt 

about food chains and the scientific 
vocabulary of prey and predator. Year 
4 have worked really hard this term 

and I hope they all have a well 
deserved rest!   

This week, Year 6 have been busy adding and 

subtracting fractions in Maths, as well as taking 
part in a very intense game of Maths Traitors! In 

English, we continued our Rose Blanche unit, 
exploring ideas around courage and preparing for 
our next piece of writing. In Science, we learnt 
about micro-organisms, while in Geography we 

developed our knowledge of the different regions 
of the UK. We also continued to build our class 

community through our new pupil committees and 
school council roles.  

This week in Reception, we 
ventured outdoors to look for 

signs of autumn. We explored how 
the leaves on the trees are 

changing colour and beginning to 
fall to the ground. We also looked 
up at the sky and talked about how 
it changes, noticing the cooler air 
and feeling how much colder it was 

outside. 
The children enjoyed observing 

the changes in nature and 
discussing how the world around us 
changes as we move from summer 
into autumn. We used our senses 

to explore the outdoors and 
develop our understanding of the 

changing seasons.  

Year 2 pupils have enjoyed Autumn crafts 
and have spent time painting and using glitter to 
create seasonal pictures. It has been so lovely 
to see them engage in their imagination. And 

creativity. 

Year 3 had a fantastic time in our 

outdoor learning area this week! We 
were so lucky to have a break in the 
bad weather on Thursday and enjoy 

some time outdoors. We made 
hedgehog food and hedgehog houses, 
hunted for bugs, balanced along the 
logs and carefully looked after the 
snails. After all our exploring and 

adventures, we headed back to class 
to warm up with some delicious hot 

chocolate.  What a lovely way to 
enjoy learning outdoors!  

This week Year 5 have been exploring what makes 

our brains happy as part of our MyHappyMind 
learning. We have discussed how looking after our 

brains and bodies can help us to feel happy, healthy 
and ready to learn. We explored the importance of 

eating a balanced diet, getting enough sleep, enjoying 
positive social interactions, spending time in nature 

and reducing our screen time. The children have been 
thinking about how small, positive changes to our 
daily routines can make a big difference to our 

overall wellbeing!  
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We’ve added some examples but please change them to whatever you 
choose!!! We can’t wait to hear if you ate the whole alphabet!!! 
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Important Information Pages 
 

Don’t forget to check our Important Information Pages!  

You’ll find key updates, deadlines and useful information 
about school life, including details from companies we work 

with, such as School Trends, catering and music lessons. 

 

Things can change from week to week, so check back 
regularly to stay in the loop! 

 

Thanks everyone! 
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HARVEST COLLECTION! 
 

Thank you so much 
for your incredibly 
generous donations 

towards the harvest 
festival and 

collecting so much 
for Gloucester food 
bank. Your support 
means the world as 

always and is going to 
help so many families.  



 14 

14 



 15 

15 



 16 

16 



 17 

17 



 18 

18 

Dates for your diary for November/December: 

Half term: Monday 26th - Friday 30th October 

Tuesday 3rd November   - Diwali workshops     PAYMENTS DUE see page 16 

Wednesday 4th November  - Diwali workshops     PAYMENTS DUE see page 16 

Thursday 5th November   - Year 1&2 trip to Westonbirt  see page 15 

Tuesday 10th November   - Reception/Year 6 NCMP   see class dojo pages 

Thursday 12th November  - Shoebox appeal deadline  see pages 7/8 

Friday 13th November   - Children in need     More info coming soon!  

Friday 27th November   - Non-uniform day      see page 22 

Monday 30th November   - Schoolastic book fair returns!  More info coming soon!  

Monday 7th December   - Infant nativity dress rehearsal 

Tuesday 8th December   - Infant nativity afternoon performance 

Thursday 10th December  - Infant nativity morning performance 

Tuesday 15th December   - Infant Christmas craft morning 

Friday 18th December   - Finish for Christmas, gates open 1:20-1:30pm 

Christmas holidays: Monday 21st December - Friday 1st January  
Monday 4th January - inset day 

Day: The School Day: After school clubs NEW Lunch Menu (week 1) 

Monday  

Football (Y1/2) 

Lego  

Dance  

Art  

Rainbow vegetable pasta bake 

Cheese and tomato pizza with new 
potatoes 

Jacket potato with beans/cheese/tuna 

Tuesday 
Diwali workshops 
PAYMENT DETAILS PAGE 16 

Football (Y3/4) 

Gardening  

Beef meatballs in tomato sauce with rice 

(Veg) Sausage with potato wedges 

Jacket potato with beans/cheese/tuna 

Baguette with ham/cheese/tuna 

Wednesday 
Diwali workshops 
PAYMENT DETAILS PAGE 16 

Football (Y5/6)  

Storytime Squad  

Roast gammon with roast potatoes 

Roast quorn with roast potatoes 

Jacket potato with beans/cheese/tuna 

 

Thursday 

Year 1&2 school trip 

Gymnastics 

Board & Card 
Games 

Cross Country 

Mindful Colouring 

Chicken and sweetcorn pie with new 
potatoes 

Macaroni cheese 

Jacket potato with beans/cheese/tuna 

Baguette with ham/cheese/tuna 

Friday 

Fish fingers with chips 

Flaky cheese whirl with chips 

Jacket potato with beans/cheese/tuna 

Sharing assembly 2:45pm - all welcome! 
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PTA have some great events planned this year (more details nearer 
each event), but we need your support to be able to run them. If you 
are able to spare an hour of your time to help at one of these events 

please get in touch: norton.sch.pta@gmail.com  

mailto:norton.sch.pta@gmail.com
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Disclaimer:  

Norton School accepts no responsibility for anything 

advertised on the following pages.  

 

Please assure yourselves of the safety, security and suitability 

of any item contained on the red pages. 
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