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Weekly Newsletter — 12th September 2025

A message from Mrs Farren. ..

As many of you will remember from last year, Norton school celebrates
less screen time for children. The use of technology can be positive- it
can enable us to access a world of instant information; we have
everything we want at the push of a button. However, it also creates an
element of vulnerability can separate us from reality. Children do need «
to be able to use technology but they also need the education and
maturity to understand the dangers associated with this fast- changing
world of social media, internet and plethora of platforms.

'This year we are celebrating looking after our planet. We would love for
» you to share photos of anything which shows your child helping to do
- this; preserving the beauty of our local or wider environment. This could
be simple things such as litter picking, recycling or growing things,
helping to make the community environment better in any way.
Linking with this, we would like you to limit your child’s screen time.
Why not set yourselves a target, limiting the daily or weekly time spent
on a device? Please let us know- we would love to hear about this and
celebrate with you - why check out our community corner page on the
newsletter!

*Here are some ideas to help with this:

- #Cook together with your children- talk about the packaging and where
the food came from (using local ingredients reduces carbon footprints
and helps the environment). Why not try the healthy recipe we have
started in our newsletters this year? We had sweetcorn fritters last
week and have healthy cookies this week!

*Go for walks, noticing the sights and sounds around you in your local
environment.

*Look at the different types of birds that visit your garden
*Try our weekly newsletter challenges

Have a wonderful (and active) weekend
Mrs Farren and Team Norton
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Class News — 12th September 2025

In Little Learners this week, we celebrated
National Teddy Bear Day with all things bears —
from stories and songs to bear-themed activities and
a special teddy bears’ picnic snack along with their
cuddly companions.

We also had our first PE session this week! The
children were full of energy and enthusiasm as they
explored the sports equipment.

W7 The Year 1 children had

B a fantastic lesson with Mrs
w & Deas, where they looked at
8N  the meaning of the word
'courage’ which is our
Christian value this term.
They listened to a story
about a girl who had a
special library dog. The dog
helped her develop patience and confidence as she learnt
to read. The children then went on to recall times when
they felt nervous and needed to have courage to
continue. They then made their own courage bracelets.

This week in Year 3 we have closely
looked at various animal X-Rays and
identified how bones provide movement,
protection and offer support. We have also
been looking at how people in the Stone
Age survived as we looked at assets and
threats. This week was ended by an art
lesson where we sourced natural materials
to experiment how people in the stone age
may have created their art.

EThis week in Year 5 we have studied the planets in
« our solar system. We looked at what they are made
E of, their average temperatures and how many moons
s they each had. We looked into the Earth's orbit and
the movement of the moon.

This week in Year 4 we have been
learning about 4 digit numbers and
partitioning these into thousands,
hundreds, tens and ones. In science, we
have started our topic of teeth and
digestion and learnt about the
different types of teeth. In art, we have
started learning about our artist for this

We've had a brilliant week in Reception Class
and they have all done really well adapting to
school life. We have had fun starting our
MyHappy Mind unit on '‘Meet your brain’ and the
children had great ideas about what our brain
helps us to do. We also enjoyed learning the
happy breathing song. The children have had fun
playing lots of games to develop their listening
and concertation sRills. Next week we begin our
phonic journey! Well done Reception.

We've had an exciting week in Year 2which
began with an amazing discovery on Monday
morning! Whilst taking a movement break on
s the field we came across Paddington’s suitcase!
« We are now in the process of making ‘Wanted’
E posters to put up around the school in order to
help us find him. Keep a look out for these

next week!

term, Jil Mendeng.

This week in Year 6 , we have been planning
a narrative and looking at the use of different
punctuation we can use to enhance meaning. We ¢
have been reviewing our pronunciation of sounds ¢
in French, have been comparing the early Islamic
empire to Europe in T000AD in History and
have classified living organisms in Science.
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You found me and my friends!!!
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" CORNER!

Communitg corner is back for another school year and we love to share your

news!

Well done to Arthur who is very proud of the pumpkin he has grown from
seed! What a super achievement!

Have you been busg in your garden this summer? What other adventures

have you been up to?

You can email any photos and 'mjormatlon to go on our page to Mrs H’ng'ms:

fhiggins@norton.gloucs.sch.uk
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Sockball Bowling

This week’s challenge is to turn your living room or garden into a mini bowling alley!

What to do:
1. Roll up some socks into a ball.
2. Use empty plastic bottles, tins, or cups (no glass!) as bowling pins.

3. Line them up in a triangle, take turns rolling, and see who can knock down the most!

You can keep score, play in teams, or make up your own rules.

The only goal is to laugh and get moving together!

Bonus Challenge: Trick Shot Round!
Once your family masters the reqular bowling game, make it more exciting by adding trick
shots:

0 Roll the sockball through a chair’s legs before it reaches the pins.
o Try bowling backwards or with your non-dominant hand.
o Set the pins further away for a long-distance strike.

0 Add a cushion or box as an obstacle to roll around.

See who can invent the funniest or trickiest shot—and who can
actually pull it off!
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Healthy recipe of the week!

Each week we'll be sharing a healthy recipe to try.. don’t forget to send us

pictures of your snacks, we’d love to share them on the newsletter!

Healthy cookies

Ingredients

2 ripe bananas
mashed

150g porridge oats
2 tbsp ground almonds
/2 tsp cinnamon

100g raspberries
(fresh or frozen)

{
12 cookies ] [ Easy

Prep: 10 mins ] [ Cook: 20 mins

Grab a few of these energy-boosting healthy
cookies for a quick breakfast, or offer as snacks to
bridge the hunger gap before dinner. Enjoy with
yogurt and fruit
Read less

Freezable  Healthy Vegetarian

/Method )

Step 1
Preheat the oven to 200C/180C fan/gas 4 and line two baking trays with
baking parchment. If you're using an air fryer, skip preheating at this stage.

Step 2

In a bowl, mix the banana, oats, almonds, cinnamon, and a pinch of salt to
create a sticky dough. Gently stir through the raspberries, being careful not to
break them up. Scoop up tbsps of the mixture and roll them into balls. For the
oven, place them on the prepared baking trays and flatten them with your
hand. For the air fryer, you can proceed to the next step.

Step 3

If you're using the oven, bake the cookies for 15 mins until they feel firm
around the edges and are golden brown. If you're using the air-fryer, preheat it
to 180C for 4 mins. Place the cookies in a single layer in the air-fryer basket.
You may need to do this in two batches. Air-fry them for 8-10 mins until they
feel firm around the edges and are golden brown.

Step 4

Once the cookies are done, leave them to cool. They can be stored in an airtight
Qonrainer for up to three days. )

For nut allergies don’t include the ground almonds.

Email any pictures of your creations to: fhiggins@norton.gloucs.sch.uk
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Important information, please read:

Paper copies of forms/letters.

Unless for a specific school trip, forms/letters you might need are now displayed
in a new wall holder in the new front entrance.
Please help yourselves if you require a paper copy of these forms/letters.

You will find the following forms/letters:

«  Medicine form

«  Term time absence request

«  Changes to pupil information

« B&A booking form

«  Teacher led clubs booking form

«  Single consent form (must be completed each year for every child)
«  Offsite visit form (must be completed each year for every child)

IMPORTANT PAYMENT REMINDERS el .
Please check your parentpay accounts and settle all :%_1 /

outstand’mg debts - there are still outstanding debts ]‘rom 4
the last academic gear!

We cannot accept cash for dinner payments, this must be paid through the app or
at a local paypoint. If you need assistance with this or accessing your parentpay for
any other reason, please come and see someone in the school office.

Please ensure ALL unlform is named.

Anything unnamed, and left in school, at the
end of each term will be disposed of.

If you would like to check lost property at the start or end of any school day, it’s
located just to the left inside the junior corridor.
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Important information, please read:

Teacher led clubs

Teacher led clubs will start on the 22nd September, due to parent meetings
continuing next week.

Gardening club will start Thursday 18th September.

Junior football club information:

Due to a very high demand, we are splitting this club (as we’ve done previously).
Years 4-6 will be before half term (this age group is now full) and year 3 will be
after half term until Christmas (this age group has 5 spaces left).

Infant sports on a Monday:

Due to a less enthusiastic uptake for infant football, we are changing this club
from football to outdoor ball games. This could include; football, rugby, tennis,
netball, and anything else they would like to try!

There is still time to sign up for all clubs, hand your form into the school office
to secure your place!

Forms can be found on the website, dojo or in the letters/form holder on the wall
in the main school entrance.

Text messages to confirm your child’s place will be sent next week. Currently no-
one is on a waiting list (as of Friday 12th September), so if you've handed your
form in then you have got a place!

Clubs with limited places left:

«  Mindful colouring (Monday, years 1-6)

« Dance (Monday, years 2-6)

« Infant gymnastics (Tuesday, years 1-2)

« Lego and K’'NEX (Wednesday, years 1-2)
«  Junior gymnastics (Thursday, years 3-6)
« Board games (Thursday, years 5-6)

-  Gardening (Thursday, years 1-6)

Please note clubs are not available to reception children for the ﬁrst term.
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Important information, please read:

Parent meetings J‘or your child’s new year group:

YR - Phonics and Reading Parent Meeting - Wednesday 17th September

Y1—New-te—Year1Parent-Meeting———Tuesday-9th-September

Y2 - New to Year 2 Parent Meeting - Monday 15th September
Y3 - New to Year 3 Parent Meeting - Tuesday 16th September

O\ A oVa Aron 00 a a a
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All meetings are at 15:30 and it would be great for as many people as
possible to attend please. You'll find out important information about your
child’s new year group.

Your child is welcome to use after school club for free whilst you attend
these meetings.

Many thanks

Yearly forms we need in ASAP please:

Please ensure you have completed and handed in the following forms:
. Single consent form
. Offsite visit form

These must be completed for all children, every academic year.

Paper copies can be found in the front entrance.
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Important information, please read:

d School milk

Free & Subsidised

Register your child today!

Our school has a milk scheme!

Simply register online at:

www.coolmilk.com HEGISTEH YOUR CHILD TUDAY

Register online
www.coolmilk.com

to ensure your child doesn’t miss o
| feet
out: Need help?

Send us a message
at www.coolmilk.com/contact
or give us a call on 0800 321 3248

©® O O © mommmmwwm-s T

Music lessons in school:

Please getin touch to enquire:  \woODWIND LESSQNS

Email: phoebewilsonflute@outlook.com With Phoebe Wilson BA (Hons)
Mobile: 07568183036 Learning an instrument can help to improve a child’s focus and memory, as
or well as building their self esteem and confidence.

| am offering your child the chance to learn something different and help

Contact school office bring out their budding musical abilities.

é Flute lessons from Year 3 upwards
L2

ﬁ

@ Clarinet lessons from Year 3 upwards

r
@ Recorder lessons from Reception

‘Phoebe Wilson

Bl (Hens

upwards

r
Tl:lff Tﬁ‘ﬁﬁ' (5, Saxophone lessons for Year 6 only

Emait phoebewilsonflute@outioak.com
Mobile: 07568183036
Tel: 01452 790169
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Caterlink information

Lunches for this term:

D e woway  TUSDY o WEDNESDY . THURSDAY .o FRIDAY T,

WEEK UNE o o a BBQ Chicken Pizza Roast Gammon, Roast Spaghetti Bolognaise .a Fish Fingers with Chips &
ption One ‘ Tomate Pasta with Herby New Potatoes Potoloes & Gravy with Garlic Bread Tomato Ketchup

o Lay] Caribbean ‘a ﬂ Mild Mexican J Veg welington, Roast Cheese & Bean Pasty with Summer Frittata with Chips
opnonmo PLLAUTELE Stew ice illi with Rice otatces vy y New Pol s and Tomato Ketchup
RN Stew with Ri Chilli with Ri Potats & Gra Herby New Polatoe: d T to Keichy
Jacket Potato Jacket Potalo with Cheese, Jacket Polate with Cheese, Jocket Potata with Jocket Poiato with Cheese, Jacket Potalo with Cheese,
Baked Beans or Tuna Baked Beans or Salmen Cheese, Baked Beans or Baked Beans or Tuna Baked Beans or Tuna
Mayonnaise Mayonnaise Tuno Moyonnaise Mayonnaise Mayonnaise
Vegetables
Vegetables of the Day Seasonal Solod Bar Vegetables of the Day Vegetables of the Day Baked Beans and Peas
Dessert ﬂ Apple Flapjack Summer Lemon Cake with Ice Cream and Fresh Fruit Marble Sponge with Strowberry Jelly
‘ Custard Chocolate Sauce . ‘ with Peaches
Option One ‘a Sweet Potato Cumy Hot Dog with Wedges & Roast Chicken, Roast INEW Chefs Special Battered Fish with Chips &
with Rice Tomato Ketchup Potatoes & Gravy Chicken Korma with Rice Temato Ketchup
Cheese and Tomato Pizza Macaroni Chessa ‘a Vegetable Roast, ‘” Vegan Hot Dog with Wedges Eamexicun Bean Rall with
Option Two with Herby New Potatoes Roost Patatoss & Gravy & Tomato Ketchup Chips and Tomata Ketehup
ot IPot o Jocket Potato with Cheese, Jocket Potato with Cheese, Jacket Potato with Jocket Potato with Cheese, Jocket Polato with Cheese,
ac Baked Beans or Tuna Baked Beans or Tuna Cheese, Baked Beans or Boked Beans or Tuna Boked Beans or Tuna
Mayonnaise Mayonnaise Tuna Mayecnnaise Mayonnaise Mayonnaise
29 September R LELLELD Vegetables of the Day Vegetables of the Day Vegetables of the Day Vegetables of the Day Baked Beans and Peas
20 October
Dessert ‘ﬂ Vanilla NEW Strawbery cnd Apple Chocolate Brownie Eves Pudding with Custard Pecches and
Shortbread Crumble with Custard Ice Cream
YARAS
NEW Bean Burger in @ Bun NEW Green Thai Chicken Roost Gomman, Roost !‘_ NEW Greek Chicken Pitta Battered Fish ond Chips &
Option One with Herby New Patatoes Cumy with Rice Potatoes & Gravy with Rice and Tzatziki Tamato Ketchup

Spinach and Cheese Whird

“ NEW Chefs Spacial Crearmy Vegon Bolognaise Roast Quom, Roast 0 Vegan Meatballs
‘a with Garlic Bread ‘ﬂ Potatoes, & Gravy ‘ and Rice with Chips and Tomato

Opﬁon Two ‘0 Curry with Rice Kelchup
Jacket Potato /ockst Fotoio with Cheese, Jacket Polate with Cheese, Jocket Potato with Jacket Potatc with Cheese, Jacket Potato with Cheese,
Boked Beons or Tuna Boked Beans or Tuna Cheese, Baked Beons or Baked Beans or Tuna Boked Beans or Tuna
Mayonnaise Mayannaise Tuna Maycnnaise Mayonnaise Mayonnaise
Vegetables
Vegetables of the Day Vegetables of the Day Vegetabiles of the Day Seasonal Salad Bar Baked Beans and Peas
Dessert NEW Rock Cake Pear & Chocolate Cake with Ilced Vanila Sponge Apple Cinnamon Sponge with ‘ﬂ Oaty Cookie
Custard Custard

. ALLERGY INFORMATION:
la Added Plant Protein Wholemeal ‘ﬂ Vegan @ Chef's Special If you would like to know about particular allergans in foods please
ask a member of the catering team for information. If your child has a

) ) . ’ § . school lunch and has a food allergy or intolerance you will be asked
Avallable Daily: - Freshly cooked jacket potatoes with a choice of filings where available - Bread freshly baked on site daily- 1 conmplate & form o snSUNe We E:,a = n““,;, lrristion

Daily salad selection - Fresh Fruit and Yoghurt ta eater for your child. We use a large variety of ingredients in the

l l ‘ preparaftion of our meals and due to the nature of our kitchens it is.

ot passibla to complately remave the risk of allergen cross cm!a:\.J
Please update the school office if your child has a new allergy or intolerance, or if they
no longer have one!

A message from caterlink regarding allergies/special diets:

Special diet menus

As we prepare for the new 2025 starters in September, it is crucial for us to receive information on pupils with
allergies or intolerances as soon as possible to ensure we have the appropriate special diet menu in place in
September. Please note that there is a four-week turnaround time for any new requests.

For a quick reminder, parents/guardians must complete in full the Caterlink Special Diet Request form (attached)
and return to the office accompanied with medical evidence from an NHS source, including dietitian, GP, Allergy
Specialist or Nurse. This can also be a screenshot of relevant evidence form the NHS app. This is in line with the
guidance provided in the LACA Allergen Management Guidance, which is the governing body in terms of catering
for education. Without medical evidence, Caterlink are unable to complete the LACA Risk Analysis, which is an
essential analysis that is completed before catering to any set of allergies.

Please note Caterlink do not require forms to be complete if children have:

e No allergies/intolerances

e Do not want hot school dinners (only have packed lunches)

e Follow specific diets due to religious beliefs or personal preferences - likes/dislikes.

If no special diet menu is in place by the time your pupils starts school in September, Caterlink will provide a
safe meal which includes a jacket potato with baked beans or suitable toppings such as funa mayonnaise or
cheese, with vegetables and fruit for dessert, if the allergy or intolerance does not contain any of these stated
foods. Or parents/quardians can provide a packed lunch from home until a special diet menu is put into place.
Please be aware that we do not provide menus for different moderations or forms of allergens e.g. cant have
raw egg, but can have cooked, stages of the milk or egg ladder. Within our kitchens, we exclude the allergen in
full as every child has different tolerance levels for their allergens. If you are reintroducing an allergen, this
should be done at home, not within the school kitchens.
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Dates for your diary for September:

Monday 15th September - New to year 2 parent meeting

Tuesday 16th September - New to year 3 parent meeting

Wednesday 17th September - Phonics and reading meeting for reception parents
Thursday 18th September - Gardening club starts

Monday 22nd September - Teacher led clubs start

Wednesday 24th September - Year 1 adventure day

Next week’s diary - 15th September 2025:

Day: The School Day: After School: Lunch Menu (week 3)
Bean burger in a bun with new potatoes
New to Y2 parent meeting o
Mondag Creamy curry with rice
3:30pm
Jacket potato & Beans /Cheese /Tuna
Green thai chicken curry with rice
Tuesdag New to Y3 parent meeting Vegan bolognaise with garlic bread
3:30pm Jacket potato & Beans /Cheese /Tuna
Baguette & Ham /Cheese /Tuna
Phonics and reading Roast gammon & roast potatoes
Wednesdag meeting for reception Vegan quorn & roast potatoes
parents 3:30pm Jacket potato & Beans /Cheese /Tuna
Greek chicken pitta with rice and tzatziki
Vegan meatballs with rice
Thursday Gardening club 3:30- 415 9
Jacket potato & Beans /Cheese /Tuna
Baguette & Ham /Cheese /Tuna
Battered fish with chips
Fridag Sharing assembly 2:45 in the village hall Spinach and cheese whirl
Jacket potato & Beans /Cheese /Tuna
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GOVERNOR NEWS

Request from the Chair of Governors

The governing body of Norton Primary School is looking to strength-
en the governing body with an additional person. This person can be
anyone from the local area — a parent / carer / relative of a local
child, a member of staff, a local resident or someone who works in
the local community. No prior knowledge of schools and school gov-
ernance is required. However, they should have an interest in help-
ing schools and education in general and they could have sRills to
offer in any discipline, though the governors would be especially in-
terested in someone with knowledge of IT, websites and online
forms | data collection.

If you know of someone who might wish to consider becoming a
governor at our school, please could you pass on this request to
them. Anyone with an interest can contact the school by calling
01452 730531 or by emailing to . The
position of school governor is a voluntary role and any relevant
training would be provided.

Tony Crawshaw
Chair of Governors


mailto:chair@norton.gloucs.sch.uk

HOW CAN YOU
SUPPORT?

There are lots of
Ways you can
support:

Sign up to
easyfundraising -
shop online and we
get donations at no
extra cost to you.

Fgw ;m._r*"

_-u.-_

Join our school
lottery using the QR
code below — weekly
cash prizes and
termly Super Draws.

Join our volunteer
hub and get involved
at upcoming events!
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WHO ARE WE?

Norton PTA is a registered charity, run by a group
of dedicated, enthusiastic volunteers. We care
about enhancing the education of our children at

Norton by raising valuable additional funds for the
school.

WHAT DO WE DO?

We raise much needed additional funds through
family friendly and community based events, such
as discos, fetes and bake sales, as well as
applying for local grants.

With the help of our school community and all our
supporters, we raised over £8000 in 2024/25, and
funded more than £7400 for our school !

WANT TO KNOW MORE?

Come along to meet the team, share your ideas

and find out more about what we do.

Wednesday 17" September, 7:30pm at school

How to contact us:

Norton PTA pages on the school website
https://www.norton.gloucs.sch.uk/norton-

Email us: Norton.sch.pta@gmail.com
Nortonsecondhanduniform@gmail.com
Find us on facebook: Norton PTA




Apply online for
free school meals

Check to see if your child is eligible usng the confidental onine portal availlable on our website

www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/free -school-meals/

Ou Can secure a tasty free meal for your child ’u' d save yourself up to £480 per year

Plus your child's school receives extra funding f ch eligible chid registered

if you receive a qualifying benent, your child < school is entitied to extra funding. So even if you
don't want your child to take a free meal, you should stll apply to make sure that thewr school

recewes all the government funding to which it is entitied - helping them provide your child
with the best ecucation ana suppon

Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 already receiving an Universal Infant Free School Mea
arranged by their school will still have ta apply to enable their school to get any extra funding

f you do not have access to a computer or the internet, speak to your chilc's school

24

1)

For further information, including a list of qualifying benefits, visit our website or speak to
your child’s school today.

124

&

Travel Assistance and Free School Meals Team

Education Planning & infrastructure loucestershlre

\J OUNTY COUNC




Disclaimer:

Norton School accepts no responsibility for anything advertised on this page.
Please assure yourselves of the safety, security and suitability of any item
contained below.

.. e KEﬂS('\sh Civil ‘War

(Newent returns to
the 17th Century

SEPTEMBER 13r" & 14fh 2025

A Ne W Annual cht\\“\

in Area
Newe 1t rown centre & the lake

FREE ENTRY ON SATURDAY

www.newentonionfayredert

. musicians, local food and drink,

Aln 1644 a cannon was fired at\

St Marys Church steeple...”

Experience Newent as a Civil War garrison
rown on marker dav. soldiers roaming the

streets keeping order, as visitors peruse the
goods on offer from the local rraders, Keep
an eye ous tor the vagabonds looting a care
of onions, They are cure to be caught
by the militia and caken for trial!

There will be music trom local

and plenty of family enterrainment
all through the centre of our medieval
town. The park and Jake will host many
more activities, including a fun dog show.

E The Earl of Manchester's Regiment of
f | Foore. part of the Sealed Knot will be camped
at their Living Village on the Newent
Community School pl.wml_, held, juse a
stone’s throw from the actual camp of 1644,

Come and experience life in the camp,
watch the soldiers drilfing, and preparing
for battle. They may cven let you practice
with chem! The day builds to the main
battle in the afternoon when 200 soldiers
will be hghting with pike and musker.
There will also be cannon fire!

Adults 43, Children £2. Family £10

" An exciting fun filled day out for the whole family!

Geetn g Cidy.




