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Weekly Newsletter — 16th January 2026

A message from Mrs Farren...

Young Voices
On Wednesday this week,
| we took children from years
1 4, 5 and 6 to the BP Pulse
i Live Arena in Birmingham
to take part in Young
Voices. This was a
spectacular event with a
total of 6071 children
@ taking part on that day! All
Gr Of the participating schools
' learnt a range of songs
which they then performed
(on mass!) together. This
was a powerful and wonderful experience for the children. As
usual, Norton children were incredibly well behaved. They
performed with great enthusiasm and energy (despite the late
night). Thank you to all of the staff and parents for supporting
this. It was a very long day but well worth it!

At Norton, we aim to give our children enrichment activities
beyond the National Curriculum. Later this year, children will
experience a fun Science day as well as receiving first aid
training. Huge thanks to the PTA for funding these enrichment
activities.

Have a wonderful weekend
Mrs Farren and Team Norton
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Class News — 16th January 2026

Reception class had our first
Outdoor Learning afternoon on Tuesday
and well the weather wasn’t on our side,

but that didn't stop us having fun and
exploring. The afternoon was filled with
mud pie making, bug hunting, malleating
poles into the ground, digging and lots of
communication and negotiation skills!
Fantastic! We look forward to next
Tuesday!

This week in Little Learners we dived into the world of
sea animals! We have shared many different stories linked to our
theme of exploring sea animals. The children have enjoyed
listening to "The Rainbow Fish” and "Hooray for fish” We used
these stories to inspire our own creativity as we made our own
fish using different tools and materials! We have also had lots of
fun singing number rhymes and action rhymes. Little learners also
enjoyed creating large splats with pom-poms and paint as part of
our listening and attention activity this week.

In Computing this week the

: Year 1 children were learning
~~~~~ § about how to make different
~ marks using the app 'Paint’ on

the Ipads. They seemed to really

= enjoy discovering how to use it
e@ and worked well to attempt to

@ solve any difficulties they came

across.

In Year 2 this week we have been
immersing ourselves in our new class book
« 'The Night Gardener’. We have been looking
E at objects from the story and predicting what
s the story might be about. We have looked at
the story setting and took part in role play
using some of the characters.
In Art we have been learning about the artist
'Paul Klee' and looked at some of his work.

This week in Year 3, we learned about the tragic 3 Some of us attended Young Voices yesterday and

TRhoku earthquake that struck Japan in 2011. We ¢ what a fantastic time we had! The children were
explored why earthquakes are dangerous and used our 23 super and loved singing along to the songs. They
creativity to design posters to warn people about the EE represented Norton very well.
risks of thlS. natural .dtsaster. We’also spent an EEYear 4 have also been looking at our example text
afternoon taking part fn L.OOk Who's Talking. Every «+ in English this week ready to start planning our
speech was fantastic, and it was wonderful to see so s« twisted narrative stories. In aeodraphy we learmt
many children confidently volunteering to take part - s b he di -9 lg b'p J
we had 18 in year 3! . about the different world biomes.

This week Year 5 have learnt how to multiply a
unit fraction by an integer. I have been incredibly
impressed with their accuracy and their use of
mathematical vocabulary when explaining their
understanding. Our next lesson will be multiplying
a non-unit fraction by an integer.

This week Year 6 started algebra in maths. The
children have taken to is superbly and are doing a
fantastic job. We also looked at the different symbols on
an OS map and used local maps to help consolidate our
learning.
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Important Information Pages

Hi evergone!

Just a quick reminder to keep an eye on our Important
Information Pages. These pages include everything you need
to know about what’s happening in school — from deadlines

and updates to details about companies we work with, like
School Trends, catering and music lessons.

Things can change week to week, so it’s worth checking back
regularly to stay up to date. Thanks for keeping in the loop!

imPORTANT] [
\ INFORMATIONe

\
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Are you having a spring Clean?

We'd Love Your Help!

If you’re having a spring clean, we’d be so grateful if you could consider donating
any unwanted items to our school.

We are currentlg Working with a very tight budget and would love support in
sourcing items J‘or our classrooms and breakout spaces.

If you're able to help, we are looking for the following items:

*  Wooden callax style unit (four compartments or
more - see picture -—>)

*  cushions

* Bean bags

*  Lights/fairy lights

*  Sensory toys
*  Tough tray
* Games and puzzles (suitable for ages 2-4)

*  Playground/outside toys (giant chess/giant jenga/giant O’s&X’s etc..)

* A bubble machine
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Pupil Health and Safety Infermation

2026 car safety resolutions:

As we start the new year, we’d like to encourage everyone to be conscious of

their parking and help keep our school community safe:

« Please use one parking space per car and ensure you park fully within the
marked bays. Parking outside designated spaces makes it difficult for other
drivers to maneuver and can be hazardous for our children. One space is all
that’s needed for each vehicle.

« Disabled parking bays are reserved for current Blue Badge holders only.

« At no time should vehicles stop on the zig-zag lines outside the school. This
poses a serious health and safety risk for pedestrians using the front entrance
and for road users travelling to and from the A38, particularly as this is on a
bend.

« Please switch off your engine while parked in the car park. Vehicle fumes can be
harmful, especially for children with asthma or other respiratory conditions.

« Drive at a sensible speed within the car park and remain mindful of other

drivers and pedestrians at all times.
« ALWAYS use seatbelts!

Thank you for your cooperation in helping to keep our children safe and our car

park as environmentally friendly as possible.
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Office Staffing Update

There have been a few changes to our office staffing. Please see below for details of staff availability and

contact information.

Mrs Bluck (School Business Manager)

Monday: 8am—4pm Tuesday: 8am—2pm
Mrs Higgins (Office Manager)

Tuesday: 8am—1pm Thursday: 8am—1pm (Mrs Higgins teaches on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons)
Friday: 8am-3:30pm

Mrs Bluck and Mrs Higgins can be contacted via admin@norton.gloucs.sch.uk, by phone on 01452 730731,
via the school text system (see updated number below), or through Class Dojo.

Eloise Smith (Finance Manager)

Daily: 8am—-12pm
Eloise can be contacted regarding invoices, payments, and finance queries at finance@norton.gloucs.sch.uk or
via the main school phone number.

Holly Cass (Admin Assistant)

Monday: 9am—12pm Wednesday: 9am-3:15pm
Holly can be contacted via the school phone number or the text system.

When the above staff are not in the office, other members of staff will be available during their planning time
to answer the phone and monitor the front gate. Please note that the school text system or admin email may
not be accessed when the office staff are not at their desks.

Text Messaging System Upgrade

We're pleased to let you know that our text messaging system is now fully upgraded and
working smoothly. We're still using the same Teachers to Parents platform—this update

was simply an enhancement made on their end.

If you need to contact the school by text, please use the number below.
All text messages from the school will come from: 07860 051628
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Missing forms!

We are still missing a lot of GDPR forms across the whole school.

If you have not filled in the form below please do so ASAP and send it in to the
office. If you're unsure if you have, please call Fionn or Holly in the office and we
can check for you.

Copies can be found on our website or paper copies are on the wall in the front
entrance of school.

Many thanks!

Mortan € of E Primary Schoal Consents (Flease circle the cansent option for each element)
Old Tewkesbury Raod
Mortan, Gloucester, 6L2 SLT i
Teleghone- o14n0 730531 Text Message Service (TeachersZParents)
Fax: 01452 730020 Data Shared Purpose Consent
E-Mail- admir@nortongloucs schuk Pupil name [ year group To keep parentsicarers updated about school events, changes

wiwwnorton ghoucs. sch i

Parents’ mobile numbers to arrangements, student achievements, absences, and other es Mo
impartant information

Pupil tracking and assessment systems (EYFS-YS: Insight Tracker)

single Consent Form Data Shared Purpose Consent
Pupil Pl held on SIMS | To frack each child’s academic progress and share accurate, relevant
Dear Parent/Carer, (taken from entry form | updates with parents (in school reports or individual parent meetings,
submitted by parents). | anly ever for your child). Pupil information is securely transferred from Yes No
Pupil assessment data | SIMS and stored in encrypted cloud systems. This is only accessed
As a school we hold (and use) Personal Information (P1) for you and your child. We use this PI for a range of different submitted by teachers. by Morton staff

purposas associated with the education of your child and ensuring effective communicafion with you and our key
stakeholders_ Information regarding the specific Pl that we hold, and how it is used, is detailed in the Privacy Mofices

issued alongside this consent form School website
"9 : Data Shared Purpose Consent
The majority of ways in which we use your { your child’s Pl are linked to the core functions of an educational Pupll_lmages {”9 speclﬁc To s_hare "?*""“5“0” regarding school activities, events and Yes No
establishment and the school's requirement to carry out tasks in the public interest. We also, however, access / use Pl identification cof individuals) | services with parentsicarers and key stakeholders.
for additional purposes not covered by these core functions and for these elements we require your specific consent.
Although these uses of Pl may not be statutory we do consider them to be key practices and systems that enable us to Photos
ensure highly effective home / scheol communication and provide the best possible educational experiences for your Data Shared Purpose Consent
child. Pupil images on their To share images regarding class activiies / events pupils have
; Yes No
. 3 . . class dojo pages only taken part in with their class’ parentsicarers only
Although you may have previously given consent for these uses of Pl we are now required to regain consent
under the new General Data Protection Requlation (GDPR). Pupil images on whole To share images regarding actvities / events pupils have taken Ves No
school dojo page part in with parentsfcarers for the whole school
Please complete and return this consent by return. Please note: we cannot use your Pl for any of the purposes Pupil images taken by May be used t¢ go in books to support leaming or put on
dedailed within this form without vour soecific consent. For example, if vou do not give consent for the texting sanvice Norton staff (&g on trips or | classroom displays 1o Support learming/showcase a topic. Yag Mo
your Pi will be deleted from the database and you will no longer receive any texts from school doing work in class)
Pupil images taken by Photographis taken by extemal agencies we've gone on a thp with v N
_ external agencies ffor example sports ips images taken by Gloucester school s netork) & °
Child’s name: Current year group: Form Completion date
Photos used in classrooms [ shared areas (entrance hall, main hall,_ corridors efc.)
Data Shared Purpose Consent
- - - Pupil images in sports To support leaming, to showcase pupils' work and activities
Parent name(s). Parent signalure(s). Contact number{s): teams, School Counciliors, | they've took part in, to celebrate Suceess and to share v N
work | activity linked images | information regarding roles and responsibilitis. e 0
att. (pupils may be named)

Newsletter (includes online version posted on the school website)
Data Shared Purpose Consent
Pupil images {no specific To share information regarding school events, pupil achievement

identification of individuals) | and to share key information with siakeholders. ves Mo
Pr (e.g. annual prospectus, new parent ir ion leafiets etc.) (includes onling versions posted
on the school websits)
Data Shared Purpose Consent
e ; ; . o Pupil images (no specific To share information regarding the school's facilities,
Please complete one form per child and return it to school by Friday 12" September 2025 oo S oF A -
mp y Friday pt identification of i per and activities with prospactive parents. Yes No

= Please return to school by Friday 120 September 2025 ™
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Teacher led clubs

Teacher led clubs will be running from Monday 19th January till Thursday 19th March.
Please complete the form below to request your child’s place in a club.

Texts have been sent out today to confirm places or inform you that your child is on a

waiting list.

Club spaces left as of Friday 16th January:

Monday: Fitness FULL - Infant bench ball 1

Tuesday: Junior bench ball FULL

Wednesday: Football (years 2-3) FULL - Mindful colouring FULL - Book club 4

Thursday: Football (years 5-6) 5 - Outdoor learning 2

TEACHER LED AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS FOR THE SPRING TERM 2025/26

Clubs start week commencing 19th January until wic 16th March

Please note clubs will take place in all weathers

Parents please complete this section

Year - ; )
Day Club Max No] Leader Group start | finish Pupil name Name collecting Contact Number
Eimeé 16 Miss Eaton Y¥3-Y6 | 3:30pm | 415om | FULL
MONDAY
Infant Bench Ball 20 Mr Spencer R-Y2 | 330pm | 4:15pm
TUESDAY  |Junior Beneh-Baft— 20 MrSpencer | ¥3-Y6 | 3:30pm | 415pm | FULL
Foothall-fYears Z, 3 and 4) 16 Mr Spencer Y2-Y4 | 3:30pm | 4:15pm FULL
WEDNESDAY |Mindful Celetring— 15 Miss Mannings | R-Y6 | 3:30pm | 415pm | FULL
Book Club 15 Mr Bluck Y4-Y6 | 3:30pm | 4:15pm
Football (Years 5 and 6) 16 Mr Spencer ¥5-Y6 | 3:30pm | 4:15pm
THURSDAY Mrs Cooper and
Outdoor Learning 16 Mrs Woodland Y1-Y2 | 3:30pm | 4:15pm

If there is a change to the person collecting your child/ren please let us know.
Signed .....coeeeeeriieseereerseeseenseeeenens (ParentiCarer) Date ..o

| agree to attend my chosen club. | know to behave sensibly at all times. | will make sure | have the correct equipment

needed for my club. | will let the club leader know if | cannot attend.
Signed ...ooooeiieeee e (Chl) Signed ... eeeeeoa. [ Chiil)
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Music lessons:

WOODWIND
LESSONS

Y
A& 4 B
vy

Piano lessons:

RECORDER FLUTE

FROM RECEPTION & CLARINET YEAR 6
ONWARDS  FROM YEAR 3 ONWARDS ONLY

PHOEBE WILSON

PHOEBEWILSONFLUTE@OUTLOOK.COM
07568183036
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Please complete the booking form for next term’s before
and after school club!

Due to the high number of children using this service we
need to ensure we have the correct number of staff to

, cover it, so all children attending this club must have a

S form filled out.

NO FORM = NO CLUB!

We accept this form by handing in a physical copy or emailing it to
admin@norton.gloucs.sch.uk

Many thanks.

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CLUB BOOKING FORM 25/26

Please indicate which session you would like to book from 6th January until 13th February 2026

Please indicate with a tick or with a childs name which before/after school club you would like to book

Term3
Times 8am - 8:45am  |3:15pm - 5pm |3:15pm - 5:30pm Times 8am - 8:45am  |3:15pm - 5pm 3:15pm - 5:30pm
Mon 5th Jan INSET Mon 26th Jan
Tue 6th Jan Closed Tue 27th Jan Closed
Wed Tth Jan Closed Wed 28th Jan Closed
Thur Bth Jan Thur 29th Jan
Fri 9th Jan Closed Fri 30th Jan Closed
Mon 12th Jan Mon 2nd Feb
Tue 13th Jan Closed Tue 3rd Feb Closed
Wed 14th Jan Closed Wed 4th Feb Closed
Thur 15th Jan Thur 5th Feb
Fri 16th Jan Closed Fri 6th Feb Closed
Mon 19th Jan Mon 9th Feb
Tue 20th Jan Closed Tue 10th Feb Closed
Wed 21st Jan Closed Wed 11th Feb Closed
Thur 22nd Jan Thur 12th Feb
Fri 23rd Jan Closed Fri 13th Feb Closed
Name of Child/ren: | have read and agree to the terms and conditions on the website for the

before and after school club.

11
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Dates for your diary for January/February:

- Teacher led clubs start. See page 9 for more information. Also the

form to complete or see dojo or collect a paper copy from the wall by the school office.

Thursday 5th February - Reception class and Year 6 height and weight Full information

letters are on class dojo pages.

Friday 13th February - Finish for half term at normal time

Half term: 16th to 20th February

All dates for events so far, for the whole school year, are available on our website.

Next week - 19th January 2026:

After School

Day: The School Day: clubs: Lunch Menu (week 1)
3:30 - 4:15pm
Fi Cheese and tomato pizza with new potatoes
ltness
Monday Infant bench ball | Vegetagble pasta bake
Jacket potato & Beans/Cheese/Tuna
Meatballs in tomato sauce with rice
Vegan burger in a bun with potato wedges
Tuesdag Junior bench ball
Jacket potato & Beans/Cheese/Tuna
Baguette & Ham/Cheese/Tuna
Football (Y2,Y3,Y4) Roast gammon with roast potatoes
Wednesday Mindful colouring | Roast quorn fillets with roast potatoes
Book club Jacket potato & Beans/Cheese/Tuna
Curried chicken with rice
Thursday Football (Y5,Y6) | Macaroni cheese
Outdoor learning | Jacket potato & Beans/Cheese/Tuna
Baguette & Ham/Cheese/Tuna
Fish fingers with chips
Fridag Sharing assembly 2:45pm. All welcome Cheese whirl with chips

Jacket potato & Beans/Cheese/Tuna
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THINK

£10 per hire*

30 place settings
5Jugs
dispeeabls. 6 Serving Platters

Try our reusable party kit,
rather than buying

Help support our school’s
sustainability efforts and
PTA fundraising too!

collection from, and return to, Norton
ontact: Norton.sch.pta@gmail.com
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i CORNER

Eleanor and Arthur helped us plant hundreds of free bulbs kindly donated to the school by
B&Q last weekend. Watch out for snowdrops, muscari, allium and cammasia popping up
this around the vegetable patch this spring.

Wow what an incredible effort - well done team! And thank you to B&Q as well.. We can’t
wait to see them bloom!
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Thomas took part in the Gloucestershire Schools Table Tennis Competition on Sunday where
he represented Norton Primary School. There were 21 in the U11 age group. Thomas got to

the Quarter Finals where he was beaten by the eventual winner.

Thomas handled himself really well. We are very proud of him.

Incredible achievement Thomas - we’re proud of you too for getting so far and being a
gracious competitor, well done!
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Feeling creative? Why not try this fun game to create a landscape picture. Sketch your scene
using a roll of the dice and then decorate/paint/collage/colour in.. what can you create?

@O ROLL—-A-LAXDSCAPE
s
i N e SRV AMA BN
Cri) P I W
e | (N (R 0] A A
w9199 %)

Maybe you could make up your own dice drawing challenge... create a funny animal with each
roll being for a head shape, number of legs, tail length or shape etc... Send us your fun
creations to share next week!
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Healthy recipe of the week!

SNACK ANIMALS!

Can you create an animal using your J‘avourite healthg snacks?

Here’s a fun dinosaur we found, what would you choose to make?
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EXTERNAL ANGENCIES
ADVERTISING PAGES

Disclaimer:

Norton School accepts no responsibility for anything
advertised on the following pages.

Please assure yourselves of the safety, security and suitability

of any item contained on the red pages.




Disclaimer:

Norton School accepts no responsibility for anything advertised on this page.
Please assure yourselves of the safety, security and suitability of any item

contained below.

TEWKESBURY

Monday 16™ to Thursday 19™ February
9-4pm with early drop off from 8:30am
Svitable for ages 5-12

£24 perday

February Hali-Term 2026
Swimming Crash Courses

L

Tewkeshury Rcademy Sports Centre

10% OFF
EARLY BIRD
DISCOUNT

UNTIL 26TH JAN

17th-20th February (4-day course)

Stage 1 (beginner) classes (max 4 children): £40
One-to-ones: £110

School reception age and above
30-minute classes between 9.30-11.45am

Lessons taught by experienced Level 2 teachers
Karen and Jo

Swim
England

CONTACT US @ swimminglessons@ta.clf.uk

Tewkesbury Academy
Sports Centre

Multi Activity Courses

10% OFF
EARLY BIRD
DISCOUNT

UNTIL 26TH JAN

b Y

)
Use code: EARLYBIRD10
at checkout

CLF

Leisure &
Lettings

T[WK[S‘BURV

Learn to Swim at
Tewkesbury Academy
Sports Centre

SPORTS CENTRE
Wy, 3a

For Stages 1-7
Ages 4 and above
We offer 30 minute lessons, 6 days a week
with our qualified and friendly swimming
teachers.
£72.50 per 10 week term

Swfm
England




Disclaimer:

Norton School accepts no responsibility for anything advertised on this page.
Please assure yourselves of the safety, security and suitability of any item
contained below.

5 : @ Call: 01889 343120
M r LY ' k125 7 T 5 -
(1 E a ( \J D ProgressivesportS Email: info@progressive-sports.co.uk
LR ‘r 'wl] \_s l‘r‘\eb‘ij H vlg . raiEing Sandards Book Online: progressive-sports.co.uk/north-gloucestershire./

Active Cam %

PrngrESSIVESpDrtS | ild:c:are :
... rastng standords G/

How o hook

Tt's super fast and easy to book

Waterwells
Primary Academy,
Quedgeley, Glos

1. Scan our QR code above
to book today!

2. Or Call us on 01889 343120 and we
will help you sign up.

We accept all major debit and credit cards.
ar2 U

Use code N/A
- Don't miss out on our £20
| per day welcome offer!

Call 01000 343120 The Crown Building, Sandy Lane, Ru Staffordshi
Progressivesparts Email: info@progressive-sports.co.uk W15 2LB uilding, Sandy Lane. Rugeley. = @
. PAEInG standards Book Online: progressive-sports.co.uk/north-gloucestershire/ Progressivesports
: i FEs=is: L ..raising standerds




Disclaimer:

Norton School accepts no responsibility for anything advertised on this page.

Please assure yourselves of the safety, security and suitability of any item
contained below.

Gloucestershire County Council is offering Bikeability courses during all 2026
school holidays. These courses are designed for children aged 9-14 and help
build cycling confidence and safety sRills in small groups with qualified instruc-
tors.

2026 Course Locations & Dates:
February Half-Term: Ashley Manor Prep School, Cheltenham
Easter Holidays: Bournside School, Cheltenham
May Half-Term: Kingshill School

Summer Holidays: Skillzone (2 sessions available)
October Half-Term: Pineholt Village Hall

Course Details:

o Cost: £10 per course (2 x 2-hour sessions)
 Bikes: Available subject to availability
Booking:



https://forms.office.com/e/vBSvziEEBk

Disclaimer:

Norton School accepts no responsibility for anything advertised on this page.

Please assure yourselves of the safety, security and suitability of any item
contained below.

~“%, FiveRivers.
... Fostering

We are looking for Foster Carers
in Gloucestershire & surrounding areas

If you are interested in a life-changing vocation and can provide
a safe, loving home to a child in care, we’d love to hear from you.

0333 0603 962 | five-rivers.org/fostering

Join a local Social Enterprise and a community of foster carers providing long and short-term care for
children. Round the clock support and specialist training. Potential to combing with full or part-time work

Highly competitive fostering allowance of up to £28,000 a year, tax-free

o .
» i - A
<«

Foster with us\‘

Toster carers Tarm ehildrew s lives around



Disclaimer:

Norton School accepts no responsibility for anything advertised on this page.

Please assure yourselves of the safety, security and suitability of any item
contained below.

STUDY
SMART

Free Online Courses

. /M Fully Funded Education Support Course

\ 4/ Online LIVE Webina
' 4 6 Week Course
Sta I"tl ng , Mon - Fri 9.30-11.30 & 12.30 - 2.00

Monday an Supp_ort Session 4.00 - 4.3C
February

y ) Levels 1, 2 & 3 Available
Accredited Awards & Certificates in:

‘ Prepare to Work in Schools
Wellbeing

Safeguarding & Prevent
f.. .
s SPpire

Occupational Studies
Understanding Challenging Behaviours

1 D IS 0 A

At
Ofsted
Good
Provider




