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Weekly Newsletter — 7th November 2025

A message from Mrs Farren...

Thank you for supporting us with our children in need pyjama wearing
day today. BBC Children in Need helps children by funding thousands
of projects and charities across the UK that provide direct support for
challenges like poverty, mental health issues, and social inequality. It
provides life-changing support through grants that fund youth clubs,
emergency essentials (like beds and mattresses), and specialised
programmes for children with disabilities or complex needs. By
supporting a wide network of grassroots organisations, the charity aims e
to give every child the opportunity to feel safe, supported and have the -
chance to thrive. Today we plaged our part by raising £151. Thank you :
again for your support.

A reminder that on Tuesday and Thursday next week we will be holding
our parent teacher meetings. In advance of this, you will be sent a
summary report for your child. You will also be sent an attendance

report which details your child’s absences and celebrates high

attendance. PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS IS THEIR ATTENDANCE FOR
TERM 1 ONLY (the accurate date for the report is up to 24th October).
If your child has been ill this term, their attendance may look low (as
the percentage is relative and based on a 10 week period). Please do
come and see me if you have any concerns. As you know, good
attendance is crucial for progress and, as studies have shown, well
being.

Have a wonderful weekend.
Mrs Farren and Team Norton
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Class News — 7th November 2025

E Year 3 have been working extremely
< hard in their clarinets lesson this week in
: preparation for our show. We have also
started looking at our new topic in
Geography all about Japan, the children
are excited to learn more about this.

This week in Little Learners we have been learning
about the importance of Poppies as we explored remembrance
day; making playdough poppies and painting our own poppies

using a variety of tools to print with. We have also been
exploring the different meanings of print, and have enjoyed
playing a Logo game. For 'My Happy Mind' this week, little
learners have enjoyed the experience of making their very own
'calm bottles’. We also enjoyed making bird feeders this week
with some of the Y6 children. We talked about the importance
of caring for nature, and looking after our world.

Little learners will not be taking part in the open afternoon on
Friday 21st November, and will instead be offering a Christmas
themed stay and play at a later date.

We will be sending home interim reports on Monday 17th
November. Although we will not be offering parents evening
appointments, we do welcome parents to come and see us if

they would like to talk about their child’s report.

This term in Science, the Year 1 children have been
/ learning about all of the different senses. We had lots K1

of fun on Tuesday afternoon smelling and tasting

different foods. After doing this they
"5 were able to write down what items
were their favourite/least favourite.

As expected, the sweet taste of biscuits went down well in comparison
to the lemon! Similarly, vanilla was much more popular to smell than

This week, within Science, Year 5 made an
experiment to see the effects of friction. They used
three surfaces, varying in roughness, and looked
into how differently objects moved on them.

Please see dojo regarding young voices

This week, Reception have been busy
learning to use our Sentence Snake to help
us count words and build full sentences.
The children have been working hard to
write CVC words and captions linked to
our story “The Something.” We are so
impressed with their growing confidence
and their wonderful application of phonics
in their writing. Well done, Reception!

In Year 2 this week we have been
immersing ourselves in our new class story
'Bog Baby'. We have explored the story
setting and wrote a poem describing the
main character. In maths we have used
the inequality symbols <> and = to
compare numbers.

Worcester sauce and vinegarl!!

In Year 4 this week we have started our new unit in English
using the text, Arthur and the Golden Rope. We are enjoying the
story and will be writing our own myth narrative! In DT, we tried

different fruits in preparation for designing, creating and
evaluating our own cold drinks. We created a questionnaire to see
what our peers wanted in their cold drinks.
Please see dojo regarding young voices

This week in Year 6 we have been focusing on
multiplication and division with fractions in Maths. The
school council’s biodiversity group also made bird
feeders with little learners to help attract wildlife to the
area!

Please see dojo regarding young voices
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Important Information Pages

Hi evergone!

Just a quick reminder to keep an eye on our Important
Information Pages. These pages include everything you need
to know about what’s happening in school — from deadlines

and updates to details about companies we work with, like
School Trends, catering, and music lessons.

Things can change week to week, so it’s worth checking back
regularly to stay up to date. Thanks for keeping in the loop!

imPORTANT] [
\ INFORMATIONe

\
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Please remember to send your child

in with a coat every dag now the

> weather is getting worse, thank you!

HELP!!I We’re seeing a lot of unnamed school jumpers/cardigans

being left around school.

Please ensure ALL uniform is named, especially jumpers/
cardigans!

Any unnamed lost property left on Friday 19th December will be
donated to the PTA or disposed of.
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bupil Health and Safety lnformatie;l

CAR SAFETY!

Please ensure you NEVER stop outside of school on the yellow zig-zag
lines. Always use the carpark.

Please make sure you use parking
spaces in the car park, when you
aren’t in a designated space this
makes it difficult for other drivers.
Only park in the disabled bays if you
hold a current disability badge.

Thank you for keeping our children
safe.

Is your child under the weather?

We value good attendance, and while illness can’t always be avoided,
please think carefully about whether your child is well enough to
attend school before keeping them at home.

A quick reminder: if your child has been sick or
had a vomiting bug, they need to stay off
school for 48 hours after the final episode to
help keep everyone healthy.
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FOR BBC CHILDREN IN NEED

You raised an incredible

£151

Thank you!



STRIVE

Our vision is for all our children to shine like STARS

“Those who are wise will shine like the sky and those who lead others to goodness will shine like the stars forever” Daniel 12:3

ACT - RESPECT

CHRISTMAS

FESTIVAL *

NORTON CHURCH ‘
28-30 NOVEMBER

ON FRIDAY 28TH NORTON CHILDREN WILL
BE OPENING THE FESTIVAL WITH SINGING
AND DANCING AT 4PM .

' ALL ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND ©

reach the door closest to the
library you'll find our bike
rack so their transport can
be safely stored till the end
of the school day!

*TREE **% ACHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL

NORTON CHURCH

COMPETITION
. 72025

Get creative and show us your festive artistic talents!

Categories: Age Groups: »
® A4-sized artwork 4§ @ ® EYFS / KS1 o -
— any format &% e Ks2 g

(paint, collage,

drawing, digital, etc.) Prizes & Treas:

® Box Scene — @ Every entrant receives
no bigger than as gcial entry treat!
a cereal box . Y :

® Certificates awarded __
for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place
in each age group
and category

Important Dates:

% Deadline for entries:
Wednesday 26th November

(bring into school) Come and celebrate

creativity, community,
and Christmas joy!

% Winners announced:
Thursday 27th November

% Prizes presented at Norton
Church on Friday 28th November *

Parent Consultation evenings

Tuesday 18th November and Thursday 20th November. 3:40pm-6:30pm.

We would like to invite you to school to see your child’s work and meet your child’s teacher. This is an

opportunity to discuss progress. Please do try to come in for this appointment as good communication

between school and home is very important for your child.

To book an appointment, please dojo your child’s class teacher or contact the school office with the date

and time you would prefer. Your appointment will be confirmed by whoever you book with.
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CLARINET
PERFORMANCES |  DiiNTIE

BY YEAR 3 AND 4 CHILDREN LESSONS
TUESDAY 25TH NOVEMBER

9:30AM YEAR 3 PARENTS
ARE INVITED TO WATCH
THE YEAR 3 CLARINET

PERFORMANCE

10:15AM YEAR 4 é’_t
PARENTS ARE

INVITED TO 45 T
WATCH THE

YEAR 4 CLARINET

PERFORMANCE

YOUNG VOICES INFORMATION

3 S
RECORDER FLUTE SAXOPHONE

FROM RECEPTION & CLARINET YEAR 6
ONWARDS FROM YEAR 3 ONWARDS ONLY

PHOEBE WILSON

PHOEBEWILSONFLUTE@OUTLOOK.COM
07568183036

Piano lessons:

If your child is in year 4/5/6 please head to their class dojo page
for the latest update sent out on Friday 14th November.
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TRIPS

Trip Permission Information - help us save paper!

All trip letters will now be available via the newsletter and ClassDojo
pages, meaning you don’t need to print them or request a paper copy
from the office.

When you make a payment for a trip via ParentPay, you’ll see a box to
tick giving permission for your child to attend. This acts as your official
consent, so there’s no need to send in a separate permission slip.

If you prefer to pay by cash, you can still provide consent without a
letter by notifying your child’s class teacher via ClassDojo, giving verbal
consent by speaking to office staff, or sending an email to admin with
“trip permission” as the subject line.

Thank you for helping us reduce paper and support our school’s
sustainability efforts!

PLEASE THINK
BEFORE YOU PRINT
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Multiskills

This trip is for infant children (Reception, Year 1 and Year

2.) This is now available to pay for on parentpay.

Norton Cof E
Primary School

Old Tewkesbury Road
MNarton, Gloucester, GL2 9L
Telephonea: 01452 730531

E-Mail: admin@norton.gloucs. sch.uk
wwnw . norton.glowcs. sch.uk

Friday 24" October 2025

Dear Parents!Carers

Re: MultiSkills E

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 pupils have been invited to attend a Christrmas Multi-Skills Event at Barnwood Park High
School on Thursday 27" November 2025 where they will take part in physical activities.

Marchant's coaches will be leaving Norton school at 12:00pm and will return back to school for 3:00pm. Children will
need to have a water bottle to take with them. Children will also need a packed lunch which will be eaten before we
leave. Please send your child into school wearing their correct school PE kit Unfortunately, parents will not be able
to come onto Barnweod park school site,

The cost ::-]' this trip would be a -.-aluntnnj contribution n-_f £4.00 per child to cover transport costs, Please let us know
if this causes any real difficulty, as no child will be refused a place because of nonpayment. (Obviously, however, if
we do not receive sufficient contributions we will be unable to proceed with the visit).

Please see the permission slip information below on how to consent and pay for this trip. All payments and permission
must be given to school by the 9™ November.

Yours sincerely

F
Fd

/ rom
L=l /Eﬂ'—n" g |

John Spencer

PERMISSION AND PAYMENT DEADLINE — 9™ NOVEMBER
Multi-skills —~Thursday 27* November 2025.

When you make a payment for a trip via ParentPay, you'll see a box to tick giving permission for your
child to attend. This acts as your official consent, so there's no need to send in a separate permission slip.

If you prefer to pay by cash, you can still provide consent without a letter by notifying your child’s dass

teacher via ClassDojo, giving verbal consent by speaking to office staff, or sending an email to admin with
“trip permission” as the subject line.
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B&A PAYMENTS ARE OUTSTANDING FOR TERM 1.
PLEASE CHECK YOUR PARENTPAY ACCOUNTS.

Please complete the booking form for before and after school club.

Due to the high number of children using this service we need to ensure we have the correct number of
staff to cover it, so all children attending this club must have a form filled out.

NO FORM = NO CLUB!
We accept this form by handing in a physical copy or emailing it to admin@norton.gloucs.sch.uk

Many thanks.

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CLUB BOOKING FORM 25/26

Please indicate which session you would like to book from 3rd November until 19th December 2025

Please indicate with a tick or with a childs name which before/after school club you would like to book

Term 2 |

Times 8am - 8:45%am  |3:15pm - Spm 3:15pm - 5:30pm | Times 8am - 8:45am  |3:15pm - S5pm 3:15pm - 5:30pm
Mon 3rd Nov Mon 1st Dec
Tue 4th Nov Closad Tue 2nd Dec Closed
Wed 5th Nov Closed Wed 3rd Dec Closad
Thur 6th Nov Thur 4th Dec
Fri 7th Nov Closad Fri 5th Dec Closad
Mon 10th Nov Mon 8th Dec
Tue 11th Nov Closad Tue 9th Dec Closed
Wed 12th Nov Closed Wed 10th Dec Closad
Thur 13th Nov Thur 11th Dec
Fri 14th Nov Closad Fri 12th Dec Closad
Mon 17th Nov Mon 15th Dec
Tue 18th Nov Closad Tue 16th Dec Closed
Wed 19th Nov Closed Wed 17th Dec Closad
Thur 20th Nov Thur 18th Dec
Fri 21st Nov Closad Fri 19th Dec Closad
Mon 24th Nov
Tue 25th Nov Closad
Wed 26th Nov Closad

Thur 27th Nov |
Fri 28th Nov Closad

Name of Child/ren: | have read and agree to the terms and conditions on the website for the
before and after school club.

Signed:
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LUNCHES

Christmas dinner orders!
DEADLINE FOR ORDERING: Thursday 20th November

Please go to the pinned post on your child’s class dojo page to

place your order. Thank you

= r

Ry 3\

W N
Norton School Christmas Lunch 2025 ’E?J

&2
Order by Thursday, 20t November

Dear Parents

Christmas lunch will be served on Wednesday 10th December and the menu for the day is:

Foast Turkey with sausage and stuffing
Cr
\fegetable Wellington (vegetarian option)
Both served with:
Foast potatoes, peas, carrots, gravy and cranberry sauce

EETEEE L o021

Christmas gingerbread cookia

There are no other menu choices on the day and all Christmas meals must be ordered by Thursday 208 November
2025.

Of course your child is welcome to bring in a packed lunch if they do not want the cooked meal.

JUNIORS — The cost of the meal is £2.85 unless they are registerad for free school meals. Payment should be made in
the wsual way using ParentPay online or at & Paypoint,

INFANTS —there is no charge (Universal Infant Free School Meals). “ou still need to place an order by the above
deadline.

Christmas Lunch 2025
CORDER BY THURSDAY 20™ MOVEMEER. 2025

Please find the dojo post on your child's class page from Mrs Higgins, and comment one of the following options,
Child’s name — Roast Turkey
Childs name — Vegetable wellington
Childhs name — Lunchbox

Alternatively you can call or come to the school office to place the order for your child.

13
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Dates for your diary for November:

Monday 17th November - Interim reports out
Tuesday 18th November - Parents evening (See page 8)
Thursday 20th November - Parents evening (See page 8)
Friday 21st November - Open afternoon for parents/carers. 2pm-2:30pm
- Non-uniform day (bottle donations please. (See page 13.)
Tuesday 25th November - Clarinet performances for years 3 and 4.

Each performance will be 15-20minutes long.

- 9:30am year 3 parents are invited to watch the year 3 clarinet performance

- 10:15am year 4 parents are invited to watch the year 4 clarinet performance
Wednesday 26th November - Deadline for Christmas art competition (See page 8)
Friday 28th November - Performance to open the Christmas tree festival at Norton Church.
(See page 8)
Saturday 29th November - PTA Christmas fair 1:30pm - 4pm See page 13.

* please note all clubs will be cancelled after school next week due to
staff training and parents evenings.

Next week’s diarg - 17t November 2025:

After School

Day: The School Day: NEW Lunch Menu (week 3)
clubs:
Cheese & bean pasty with new potatoes
Monday Reports going home Tomato pasta

N Jacket potato & Beans/Cheese/Tuna

Beef burger with cheese in a bun with wedges

Creamy coconut curry with rice

Tuesday Parents evening J J
Jacket potato & Beans/Cheese/Tuna

Baguette & Ham/Cheese/Tuna

Roast chicken with roast potatoes
Wednesdag Cross country trip Vegan sausage with roast potatoes
Jacket potato & Beans/Cheese/Tuna

Chicken enchilada bake with rice
Thursdag AIM high maths trip Jacket potato with vegan bolognaise

Parents evening Jacket potato & Beans/Cheese/Tuna

Baguette & Ham/Cheese/Tuna

Non-uniform day, bring a bottle for the PTA! Battered fish with chips
Friday 2pm—2:30pm Open afternoon Mexican bean roll with chips
Sharing assembly 2:45pm. All welcome Jacket potato & Beans/Cheese/Tuna

14
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GOVERNOR NEWS

Thank you so much to our safeguarding governor Fiona Phelps for
coming in before assembly to talk about this.

Smartphone Free Childhood is a movement of families
standing together to delay smartphones and social
media - turning isolation into collective strength.

Together we're giving children back what truly matters:
time to play, space to grow, freedom to be.

Because childhood should be shaped by families and
communities, not algorithms.

15



Non-uniform day Friday 215t November

oks Please bring a full bottle OR chocolates
for the Christmas tombola

Do you have any leftover crackers
unwanted gifts, or other Christmas items
you don’t need? Please bring them in, we

can use them for the Christmas Fair

commu:yty g‘
been award

Upcoming Events

Dates for your diaries:
* Hot Chocolate Fridays (as it gets colder!)

HesdphensrdiceeVodifcts et

* Non-uniform day (for bottle donations) — Fri 215 Nov
* Christmas Fair - Sat 29" Nov
* Raffle draw - Fri 12" Dec

Norton Christmas Fair

Saturday 29" November 2025
1:30-4pm
Norton Village Hall

Norton PTA would like to invite local H avi ng a
businesses and crafters to join our

Christmas Fair. pa I’ty?

£10 per hire*

30 place settings
5Jugs
6 Serving Platters

* £10 per stall (plus a raffle prize donation) Try our reusable party kit,
rather than buying

* Upto 2.5 hours for sales disposable.

Supporting fundraising for our school
Help support our school’s
Email: Norton.sch.pta@gmail.com sustainability efforts and
PTA fundraising too!

collection from, and return to, Norton
ontact: Norton.sch.pta@gmail.com
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# CORNER!

Poppy got a Green Blue Peter badge for showing what she has done to
help the environment.

She talked a lot with her family about what school has discussed (the
loss of bugs and wildlife). Poppy then wanted to grow plants and
create an area in her garden for them. They planted lots of plants that
were pollinators to encourage all the bees and butterflies
They also planted and grew lots of different vegetables, including their
own pumpkins for Halloween.

This helps reduce plastic packaging used to wrap vegetables etc.

Well done Poppy what an incredible thing
to do and a super achievement getting a

blue peter badgel!

We love to celebrate anything you do at home.. You can email any photos and information to go on our page to

Mrs Higgins: fhiggins@norton.gloucs.sch.uk with the subject line “newsletter”.
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NORTON CHURCH
ACHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL

ART

COMPETITION
S

Get creative and show us your festive artistic talents!

Categories:
® A4-sized artwork 4§ @
— any format L&

(paint, collage,
drawing, digital, etc.)

® Box Scene — |
no bigger than :
a cereal box T

Important Dates:

% Deadline for entries:
Wednesday 26th November
(bring into school)

% Winners announced:
Thursday 27th November

% Prizes presented at Norton

Age Groups: »

® EYFS / KS1
® KS2 W
Prizes & Treats:

® Every entrant receives
a special entry treat!

® Certificates awarded .
for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place
in each age group
and category

Come and celebrate
creativity, community,
and Christmas joy!

Church on Friday 28th November s

18
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Healthy recipe of the week!

It’s a very rainy day as I write this newsletter, which makes recipe inspiration a
tad more difficult.. until I found a whole page dedicated to rainy day baking!

We may not be very ‘healthy’ with our recipes this week, but we all deserve a
treat every so often..

Follow this link:
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/howto/quide/rainy-day-baking-recipes

Or go to “BBC good food” and type in “rainy day baking recipes” in the search
bar for their top 10 picks!

10 rainy day baking
recipes

Helen Salter
Published: May 3, 2024 at 3:35 PM

Post a comment

Try the Good Food app - subscribe today

Beat the weather blues with one of these cosy and
comforting bakes, from sticky toffee banana bread
to red velvet brownies and millionaire's flapjacks

Why not use the bad weather as an excuse to bake a batch of white chocolate
muffins, or perhaps a sticky toffee banana bread? The aroma of freshly baked

brownies in your kitchen will no doubt lift the mood.

Our top 10 rainy day bakes are both sweet and savoury, with some using just five
ingredients - perfect if you want to avoid a trip to the shops.

For more inspiration, see our main collection of baking recipes, as well as our healthy

baking recipes and low-sugar baking recipes. We also have our most popular cake

recipes, all-in-one cakes and kids' baking recipes.
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EXTERNAL ANGENCIES
ADVERTISING PAGES

Disclaimer:

Norton School accepts no responsibility for anything
advertised on the following pages.

Please assure yourselves of the safety, security and suitability

of any item contained on the red pages.




Disclaimer:

Norton School accepts no responsibility for anything advertised on this page.
Please assure yourselves of the safety, security and suitability of any item
contained below.

aORTONy
¥

COURT
A

Become part of the steering group!

We are looking for people with the following skills:

{ rees an . teal ar
middle complete with tool storage, water access, com

Scan QR code to sign-up
for more info.




Disclaimer:

Norton School accepts no responsibility for anything advertised on this page.

Please assure yourselves of the safety, security and suitability of any item

contained below.

CHEERLEADING ACADEMY
With The Ball Sports Coaching (@)

onfidence starts here hine like a sta
Recreational Cheerleading | Competition Cheerleading /g,
=
.Ai

k|
g 1
Tumbling |Early Years Cheerleading| Workshops C 1!
\ A&
/&
s e oS
;i _
» A) |\l Performance opportunities | Holiday Camps| Parties ,'
- N' I % |
L\: F "My child 's confidence continues to grow every session "
@

Book your FREE

taster sessions here! v | ' 5

Sﬂ"
>‘%§;f
RUN.

Sth Decembe'

Run5korik

Around historic Gloucester dressed as santa,
anelf or just joinin the festive fun!

Ticketsnowonsale
www.GlosSantaFunRun.co.uk

Hillview Primary School GL3 3LH | Finlay Community School L4 6TR

| withtheball.co.uk | Lavramason@withtheball.co.uk | 03842821013 |

Youcanalsomgisterondiedayﬁom9:30am

at Kings Square
3
.
website if you wouldlike o get involved %
Rotary < CasgsSiephens GLOUCESTER

Rotary Club of Gloucester BI D



Disclaimer:

Norton School accepts no responsibility for anything advertised on this page.
Please assure yourselves of the safety, security and suitability of any item
contained below.

et .
i ﬁ«dwmvn%q.w* it

GOT A TRAIL MAD YOUNGSTER?
GET 20% OFF GENERAL ADMISSION AT FLYUP 417 BIKE
PARK, WITCOMBE USING ‘417SCHOOL2025' UNTIL 19™
DECEMBER 2025.

If you want to up your downhill game while they're at school, or keep
them busy on inset days, we're also offering Buy One, Get One Half Price #
on uplift passes on week days from 24th November 2025 until 19th
December 2025. Just use the code ‘417BOGOHP". If shredding trails isnt
your thing, we've got a café serving hot drinks and food onsite. :

GOT BIKEABILITY COMING UP?

BOOK A FREE BIKE SAFETY CHECK AT FLYUP BIKES WORKSHOP AT FLYUP 417 BIKE
PARK, WITCOMBE.

Ahead of courses, Bikeability recommend you conduct a safety check of your child’s bike, to include:

« Air — Have the tyres got enough air?

 Brakes — Do the front and back brakes work properly?

» Chain — Have you oiled it recently?

« Direction —Are the handlebars fixed on tight? Is the seat on tight and pointing forward?
If you need a hand checking the basics, we're happy to help. Give the workshop a call on 01452
864036 and select option 3. This free safety check is open to all, Bikeability participant or not.

MINI MANIA ON THE PUMP TRACK

Mini Shredders Pump Track sessions are back on Thursday mornings from 9:30-
10:30, offering the perfect opportunity for pre-schoolers to burn some mid-week
energy while sheltered from the rain. Just £6.99 gets your little one onto the
hour-long session, or for £9.99 they can use one of our Strider balance bikes.

Downhill trails ¢ Pump Track ® Uplift service
www.417bikepark.co.uk  417Bike pARK ™
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Norton School accepts no responsibility for anything advertised on this page.

Please assure yourselves of the safety, security and suitability of any item
contained below.

WHAT TO EXPECT:

This Christmas, leap into a world of wonder —
build robots ¢4, bring Lego creations to life
with animation 4§, craft decorations with 3D
pens , film festive masterpieces i}, embark
on epic Minecraft quests, and experiment
with their own Christmas bath bombs and

magical snow!
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Disclaimer:

Norton School accepts no responsibility for anything advertised on this page.
Please assure yourselves of the safety, security and suitability of any item
contained below.

At GHCT we are working on some new initiatives to support our local churches
with the Nationally felt decline in church attendance. With this we are looking to en-
courage families and young people to get back into churches, to enjoy the heritage and
beauty these buildings have to offer. I have attached a copy of our free printable Fes-
tive Scavenger Hunt, which is a completely free resource, that gives people the option
of a free festive activity to do in their own time.

Link to Downloadable Resource: https://ghct.org.uk/free-festive-church-scavenger-hunt

Gloucestershire
Historic Churches Trust

Go to your local church and find all the things listed below!
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Oak Tree Star Stained Glass
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Poinsettas Angel
Wreath Steeple

Gloucestershire ‘ 3 Igﬁil *

Historic Churches Trust
Nativity Scene Candle




