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Weekly Newsletter — 7th November 2025

A message from Mrs Farren...

More than ever, our lives are ‘reliant’ on screens and technology. We
cannot dispute that these have a place in our fast changing, modern
world. However, if we give our children phones too early or allow them
to spend too much time on screens, we are harming their development.
21 Norton parents attended the online safety talk before half term. We
are keen for important key messages to reach all families because
keeping our children safe and allowing them to flourish is crucial.

Two dates for you:

Just before assembly next week (14th November, 2.15pm in the village
hall) a Norton governor will be available to chat to parents about
smartphone free childhood. Please pop in at this slightly earlier time if
you are able.

Smartphone Free Childhood is a movement of families
standing together to delay smartphones and social
media - turning isolation into collective strength.

Together we're giving children back what truly matters:
time to play, space to grow, freedom to be.

Because childhood should be shaped by families and
communities, not algorithms.

There will be no sharing assembly on Friday 28th November. A
specialist police officer will be giving an online safety talk for parents.
Please attend this if you can (even if you attended the presentation I

gave before half term). The specialist police officer will be giving a more
detailed update on how to keep our children safe online.

Have a wonderful weekend.
Mrs Farren and Team Norton
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Class News — 7th November 2025

This week, Reception have been
learning all about Bonfire Night and the
colourful celebrations that light up the sky!
The children loved talking about their own
experiences of fireworks and sharing how
they celebrate with their families.

We explored the bright colours of fireworks
through art, using toilet rolls to print
bursts of colour onto black paper — just
like the night sky! To make them sparkle,
we added plenty of glitter for that extra
festive shine.

This week in Little Learners we have been very busy
explor'mg a variety oj expressive art activities as we
investigated a variety of tools and materials to create firework
pictures! We have also been learning about calming breathing
techniques with 'My happy minds’, and talking about our
emotions, linking this to the Colour monster. We created our
very own feelings monsters! We have also been busy engaging
with phonics activities, which have all been based around
musical instruments!

Little learners will not be taking part in the open afternoon on
Friday 21st November, and will instead be offering a Christmas
themed stay and play at a later date.

We will be sending home interim reports on Monday 17th
November. Although we will not be offering parents evening
appointments, we do welcome parents to come and see us if

they would like to talk about their child’s report.

In Year 2 this week we have been

comparing numbers and recognising

what to do when the number of tens
are the same and when they are

different. We have finished our

Pointillism paintings and they are
now going to be displayed in the

infant cloakroom. You will see these

when you come to Parent’s Eve. They

look wonderful!

This week Year 1 have started their new unit in PE of net and
wall games. The children focused on the different parts of the
tennis racket and learnt the ready position. They did very well at
this, showing skill, knowledge and resilience. In the final part of
the tennis lesson they worked on bouncing the ball with control .
We all compared this to flipping pancakes, which the children
found hilarious.

In Year 4 this week we have been
writing our information reports all
about polar bears. We have started to
learn about area in our maths lessons,
making shapes and comparing area. In
science, we have investigated vibrations
in different objects and how each sound
is made.

It has been a wonderful week having Year 3 back in school. The
children thoroughly enjoyed learning about the different types of
rocks by using a magnifying glass to identify their features up close.
We have also started a new topic in English. Without reading or
seeing the front cover we made a prediction by unpicking vocabulary
and the illustrations. Year 3 look forward to finding out more about
the book and seeing if their predictions were correct.

This week in Year 6 we have
started looking at electricity in
Science and how to draw precise,
scientific diagrams. We compared
modern day houses to those of
ancient Baghdad in History. We have
also been collecting ideas for writing
a warning letter in English, with
specific focus on formality and the
use of the dash.

This week, Year 5 have looked into the Anglo-Saxons. We looked
at where they originated from and how they made their way into
what we now call England. We discussed why they decided to travel
across the North Sea and why they then decided to stay.

Please can all children bring pyjamas with them to swimming on
Wednesday. These will be worn over their normal swimming costumes.
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Important Information Pages

Hi evergone!

Just a quick reminder to keep an eye on our Important
Information Pages. These pages include everything you need
to know about what’s happening in school — from deadlines

and updates to details about companies we work with, like
School Trends, catering, and music lessons.

Things can change week to week, so it’s worth checking back
regularly to stay up to date. Thanks for keeping in the loop!

imPORTANT] [
\ INFORMATIONe

\
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HELP!!! We're seeing a lot of unnamed school jumpers/cardigans being left around
school.

Please ensure ALL uniform is named, especially jumpers/cardigans!

Any unnamed lost property left on Friday 19th December will be donated to the
PTA or disposed of.

SCHOOL.

15% off for you but only until Sunday!
Make sure you stock up on the
essentials this winter!

School Uniforms
USE CODE:

HALFTERMI15

SUNDAY
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bupil Health and Safety lnformatie;l

Chicken pox

We still have some cases of chicken pox reported

in school this week. E] E]

It is advised that pregnant woman should advise ¢
the healthcare staff or doctor. 2y i, g B

Please follow the QR code for the NHS E] 7

chickenpox information page.

CAR SAFETY!

Please ensure you NEVER stop outside of school on the yellow zig-zag
lines. Always use the carpark.

Please make sure you use parking spaces in the car park, when you
aren’t in a designated space this makes it difficult for other drivers.

Only park in the disabled bays if you hold a current disability badge.

Thank you for keeping our children safe.

KEEP — CLEAR —

Would you park on these zig-zags?

Please keep our school gates cgaﬁr!
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FOR BBC CHILDREN IN NEED

wia: m

Wear your Friday 14th November
O pyjamas
or
non-uniform Recommended

donation

£l
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CHRISTMAS¢ NORTON CHURCH
*TREE **% ACHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL

FESTIVAL *
NORSTON CHUARCH \ ART

wxwita  COMPETITION
ON FRIDAY 28TH NORTON CHILDREN WILL

BE OPENING THE FESTIVAL WITH SINGING
AND DANCING AT 4PM \'* + +
' ALL ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND = 4

Get creative and show us your festive artistic talents!

SCHOOL PHOTO REMINDER Categories: Age Groups: »

® A4-sized artwork <8 @ ® EYFS / KS1

— any format 0 Y e Ks2 .t

(paint, collage,

Photo proofs went out before half
term. A reminder to all parents

that the ordering deadline date drawing, digital, etc.) . .
for FREE DELIVERY to the school e Prizes & Treats:
is Tuesday 11th November 2025 : < ® Every entrant receives
) nobigcr than : a special entry treat!
a cereal box :
Any orders placed after the ® Certificates awarded

Important Dates: for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place

% Deadline for entries: in each age group

Wednesday 26th November and category
direct to your home address. (bring into school)

deadline will be subject to postage
& packaging costs with delivery

i Come and celebrate

Thursday 27th November and Christmas joy!

% Prizes presented at Norton
Church on Friday 28th November *

Parent Consultation evenings

Tuesday 18th November and Thursday 20th November. 3:40pm-6:30pm.

We would like to invite you to school to see your child’s work and meet your child’s teacher. This is an
opportunity to discuss progress. Please do try to come in for this appointment as good communication
between school and home is very important for your child.

To book an appointment, please dojo your child’s class teacher or contact the school office with the date
and time you would prefer. Your appointment will be confirmed by whoever you book with.
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CLARINET
PERFORMANCES |  DiiNTIE

BY YEAR 3 AND 4 CHILDREN LESSONS
TUESDAY 25TH NOVEMBER

9:30AM YEAR 3 PARENTS
ARE INVITED TO WATCH
THE YEAR 3 CLARINET

PERFORMANCE

10:15AM YEAR 4 é’_t
PARENTS ARE

INVITED TO 45 T
WATCH THE

YEAR 4 CLARINET

PERFORMANCE

YOUNG VOICES INFORMATION

' S
RECORDER FLUTE SAXOPHONE

FROM RECEPTION & CLARINET YEAR 6
ONWARDS FROM YEAR 3 ONWARDS ONLY

PHOEBE WILSON

PHOEBEWILSONFLUTE@OUTLOOK.COM
07568183036

Piano lessons:

If you have children in years 4/5/6 then we are very excited to be attending the

Young Voices concert with them aJ‘ter Christmas.

Please see their class dojo pages for 'Lnformatlon on how to purchase tickets as

parents/carers.

All children will be transported there and back with school staff on coaches and do

not need a ticket purchased for them through that link.
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TRIPS

Trip Permission Information - help us save paper!

All trip letters will now be available via the newsletter and ClassDojo
pages, meaning you don’t need to print them or request a paper copy
from the office.

When you make a payment for a trip via ParentPay, you’ll see a box to
tick giving permission for your child to attend. This acts as your official
consent, so there’s no need to send in a separate permission slip.

If you prefer to pay by cash, you can still provide consent without a
letter by notifying your child’s class teacher via ClassDojo, giving verbal
consent by speaking to office staff, or sending an email to admin with
“trip permission” as the subject line.

Thank you for helping us reduce paper and support our school’s
sustainability efforts!

PLEASE THINK
BEFORE YOU PRINT

10
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Multiskills

This trip is for infant children (Reception, Year 1 and Year

2. This is now available to pay for on parentpay.

Norton Cof E
Primary School

Old Tewkesbury Road
MNarton, Gloucester, GL2 9L
Telephonea: 01452 730531

E-Mail: admin@norton.gloucs. sch.uk
wwnw . norton.glowcs. sch.uk

Friday 24" October 2025

Dear Parents!Carers

Re: MultiSkills E

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 pupils have been invited to attend a Christrmas Multi-Skills Event at Barnwood Park High
School on Thursday 27" November 2025 where they will take part in physical activities.

Marchant's coaches will be leaving Norton school at 12:00pm and will return back to school for 3:00pm. Children will
need to have a water bottle to take with them. Children will also need a packed lunch which will be eaten before we
leave. Please send your child into school wearing their correct school PE kit Unfortunately, parents will not be able
to come onto Barnweod park school site,

The cost ::-]' this trip would be a -.-aluntnnj contribution n-_f £4.00 per child to cover transport costs, Please let us know
if this causes any real difficulty, as no child will be refused a place because of nonpayment. (Obviously, however, if
we do not receive sufficient contributions we will be unable to proceed with the visit).

Please see the permission slip information below on how to consent and pay for this trip. All payments and permission
must be given to school by the 9™ November.

Yours sincerely

F
Fd

/ rom
L=l /Eﬂ'—n" g |

John Spencer

PERMISSION AND PAYMENT DEADLINE — 9™ NOVEMBER
Multi-skills —~Thursday 27* November 2025.

When you make a payment for a trip via ParentPay, you'll see a box to tick giving permission for your
child to attend. This acts as your official consent, so there's no need to send in a separate permission slip.

If you prefer to pay by cash, you can still provide consent without a letter by notifying your child’s dass

teacher via ClassDojo, giving verbal consent by speaking to office staff, or sending an email to admin with
“trip permission” as the subject line.
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B&A BOOKING FORMS NEEDED!

Please complete the booking form for before and after school club.

Due to the high number of children using this service we need to ensure we have the correct number of
staff to cover it, so all children attending this club must have a form filled out.

NO FORM = NO CLUB!
We accept this form by handing in a physical copy or emailing it to admin@norton.gloucs.sch.uk

Many thanks.

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CLUB BOOKING FORM 25/26

Please indicate which session you would like to book from 3rd November until 19th December 2025

Please indicate with a tick or with a childs name which before/after school club you would like to book

Term 2

Times 8am - 8:45%m  |3:15pm - 5pm 3:15pm - 5:30pm I Times 8am - 8:45am  |3:15pm - S5pm 3:15pm - 5:30pm
Mon 3rd Nov Mon 1st Dec
Tue 4th Nov Closad Tue 2nd Dec Closed
Wed 5th Now Clogad Wed 3rd Dec Closed
Thur 6ith Nov Thur 4th Dec
Fri Tth Mov Clogad Fri 5th Dec Closed
Mon 10th Nov Mon &th Dec
Tue 11th Nov Closed Tue 9th Dec Closed
Wed 12th Nov Closad Wed 10th Dec Closed
Thur 13th Nov Thur 11th Dec
Fri 14th Nov Closed Fri 12th Dec Closad
Mon 17th Nov Mon 15th Dec
Tue 18th Nov Closed Tue 16th Dec Closed
Wed 13th Nov Closad Wed 17th Dec Closed
Thur 20th Nov Thur 18th Dec
Fri 21st Nov Closad Fri 19th Dec Clasad
Mon 24th Nov
Tue 25th Nov Closad
Wed 26th Nov Closed

Thur 27th Nov I
Fri 28th Nov Closed
Name of Childiren: I have read and agree to the terms and conditions on the website for the

before and after school club.

Signed:
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LUNCHES

Christmas dinner orders!

It’s that time of year again... we need your Christmas dinner orders in by:
Thursday 20th November

To help save paper we aren’t asking for a slip reply this year - please see
the end of the letter below on how to order a dinner.

= r
Ry 3\
Norton School Christmas Lunch 2025 7

.
Order by Thursday, 20t November

Dear Parents

Christmas lunch will be served on Wednesday 10th December and the menu for the day is:

Foast Turkey with sausage and stuffing
Cr
\fegetable Wellington (vegetarian option)
Both served with:
Foast potatoes, peas, carrots, gravy and cranberry sauce

EETEEE L o021

Christmas gingerbread cookia

There are no other menu choices on the day and all Christmas meals must be ordered by Thursday 208 November
2025.

Of course your child is welcome to bring in a packed lunch if they do not want the cooked meal.

JUNIORS — The cost of the meal is £2.85 unless they are registerad for free school meals. Payment should be made in
the wsual way using ParentPay online or at & Paypoint,

INFANTS —there is no charge (Universal Infant Free School Meals). “ou still need to place an order by the above
deadline.

Christmas Lunch 2025
CORDER BY THURSDAY 20™ MOVEMEER. 2025

Please find the dojo post on your child's class page from Mrs Higgins, and comment one of the following options,
Child’s name — Roast Turkey
Childs name — Vegetable wellington
Childhs name — Lunchbox

Alternatively you can call or come to the school office to place the order for your child.

13
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Dates for your diary for November:

Monday 10th November
Tuesday 11th November
Thursday 13th November
Friday 14th November

- Book sale after school 3:15 - 4pm

- Book sale after school 3:15 - 4pm

- Football tournament Mr Spencer will have contacted families via dojo)

- Children in need (See page 7)

- Smart free drop in for all parents/carers. 2:15pm. (See page 2 or 15)

- Interim reports out

- Parents evening (See page 8)

- Parents evening (See page 8)

- Open afternoon for parents/carers. 2pm-2:30pm

- Non-uniform day (bottle donations please. (See page 13)

Tuesday 25th November - Clarinet performances for years 3 and 4. Each performance will be 15-20minutes long.
- 9:30am year 3 parents are invited to watch the year 3 clarinet performance
- 10:15am year 4 parents are invited to watch the year 4 clarinet performance

Wednesday 26th November - Deadline for Christmas art competition (See page 8)

Monday 17th November
Tuesday 18th November
Thursday 20th November
Friday 21st November

Friday 28th November
Saturday 29th November

- Performance to open the Christmas tree festival at Norton Church. (See page 8
- PTA Christmas fair 1:30pm - 4pm See page 13.

Next week’s diarg - 10t November 2025:

After School
Day: The School Day: f NEW Lunch Menu (week 2)
clubs:
Mindful colouring Cheese & tomato pizza with new potatoes
Monday Book sale after school Dance club Vegetable pasta bake
Junior football (Y4-6) Jacket potato & Beans/Cheese/Tuna
Meatballs in tomato sauce with rice
Vegan burger in a bun with wedges
Tuesday | Book sale after school Infant gymnastics : : :
Jacket potato & Beans/Cheese/Tuna
Baguette & Ham/Cheese/Tuna
Junior gymnastics Roast gammon with roast potatoes
Wednesday Lego-&KNEX cancelled | Roast quorn fillet with roast potatoes
Fitress cancelled Jacket potato & Beans/Cheese/Tuna
Curried chicken with rice
] Board games Macaroni cheese
ursaay Football tournament 2:30pm Colour & play
Garden'mg Jacket potato & Beans/Cheese/Tuna
Baguette & Ham/Cheese/Tuna
Children in need (see page 7) S s iih s
Fridag 2:15pm—smart free drop in session for all parents/carers Cheese whirl with chips
2orl5
(see /?age or 1) Jacket potato & Beans/Cheese/Tuna
Sharing assembly 2:45pm. All welcome

14
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GOVERNOR NEWS

Just before assembly next week (14th November, 2.15pm in the
village hall) a Norton governor will be available to chat to parents
about smartphone free childhood. Please pop in at this slightly earlier
time if you are able.

Smartphone Free Childhood is a movement of families
standing together to delay smartphones and social
media - turning isolation into collective strength.

Together we're giving children back what truly matters:
time to play, space to grow, freedom to be.

Because childhood should be shaped by families and
communities, not algorithms.

15



Non-uniform day Friday 215t November

oks Please bring a full bottle OR chocolates
for the Christmas tombola

Do you have any leftover crackers
unwanted gifts, or other Christmas items
you don’t need? Please bring them in, we

can use them for the Christmas Fair

commu:yty g‘
been award

Upcoming Events

Dates for your diaries:
* Hot Chocolate Fridays (as it gets colder!)

HesdphensrdiceeVodifcts et

* Non-uniform day (for bottle donations) — Fri 215 Nov
* Christmas Fair - Sat 29" Nov
* Raffle draw - Fri 12" Dec

Norton Christmas Fair

Saturday 29" November 2025
1:30-4pm
Norton Village Hall

Norton PTA would like to invite local H avi ng a
businesses and crafters to join our

Christmas Fair. pa I’ty?

£10 per hire*

30 place settings
5Jugs
6 Serving Platters

* £10 per stall (plus a raffle prize donation) Try our reusable party kit,
rather than buying

* Upto 2.5 hours for sales disposable.

Supporting fundraising for our school
Help support our school’s
Email: Norton.sch.pta@gmail.com sustainability efforts and
PTA fundraising too!

collection from, and return to, Norton
ontact: Norton.sch.pta@gmail.com
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  CORNER!

Bella has a new kitten called Lana, she’s 9 weeks
old. Bella is taking very good care of her and
making sure she’s happy and safe at home.—We
love to hear about any new family members, well
done Bella for being so brilliant with your new
kitten!

Jade and her sister Jessica participated in a community Halloween
treat distribution. Instead of ‘trick or treating’ they made cakes and
delivered them to their neighbours. The weather was a bit unkind and
they did have to hold onto their (witches’) hats, but they had a great
day! - What a wonderful thing to do, well done girls!

We love to celebrate anything you do at home.. You can email any photos and information to go on our page to
Mrs Higgins: fhiggins@norton.gloucs.sch.uk with the subject line “newsletter”.
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NORTON CHURCH

ACHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL
ART

COMPETITION
S

Get creative and show us your festive artistic talents!

Categories: Age Groups: »

® A4-sized artwork «§ @ @ EYFS / KS1 S
— any format L& ® KS2 ’
(paint, collage, W

drawing, digital, etc.) Prizes & Treats:
@® Box Scene - ;

b m ® Every entrant receives

o , a special entry treat!

® Certificates awarded .
Important Dates: for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place

% Deadline for entries: i 33‘3" age group
Wednesday 26th November and category
(bring into school)

_ Come and celebrate

% Winners announced: creativity’ community,
Thursday 27th November and Christmas joy!

% Prizes presented at Norton
Church on Friday 28th November s

18
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Healthy recipe of the week!

After bonfire night this week, and some displays still happening over the
weekend, we thought this recipe might spark your interest...

Pizza pinwheels

Liz Franklin

[ Serves 12 ] [ Easy ]

[ Prep: 20 mins ][Cook: 12 mins- 15 mins]

46 ratings Rate 47 comments

These pizza puff pinwheels make the ideal supper
treat for under 5s, with ready-made pasta sauce, a
little ham, grated cheese and shop-bought puff

pastry
Ingredients
Method
375g pack ready-rolled puff pastry Step 1
thawed if frozen Preheat oven to 200C/180C fan/gas 6. Unroll the pastry onto a lightly floured
surface and roll it out to 40 x 3Zcm. Spread a layer of pasta sauce over it,
6 tbsp ready-made pasta sauce leaving a 1cm border around the edges. Arrange the ham evenly on top, then
(not too chunky) scatter the grated cheese over.
100g wafer thin ham Step 2
Starting at one of the short ends, roll the pastry up as tightly as possible. Chill
1 OOg mature cheddar in the fridge for 10 minutes or so.
grated
Step 3
1egg . . . .
5 Take a very sharp knife and cut the roll into 12 equal slices, laying them flat on
eaten

2 non-stick baking trays as you go. Brush each pinwheel lightly with beaten egg
and sprinkle over the herbs. Bake for 12-15 minutes until puffed and golden.

1 tsp dried oregano Leave to stand for 5-10 minutes before serving.
or mixed herbs
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EXTERNAL ANGENCIES
ADVERTISING PAGES

Disclaimer:

Norton School accepts no responsibility for anything
advertised on the following pages.

Please assure yourselves of the safety, security and suitability

of any item contained on the red pages.




Disclaimer:

Norton School accepts no responsibility for anything advertised on this page.
Please assure yourselves of the safety, security and suitability of any item
contained below.

aORTONy
¥

COURT
A

Become part of the steering group!

We are looking for people with the following skills:

{ rees an . teal ar
middle complete with tool storage, water access, com

Scan QR code to sign-up
for more info.




Disclaimer:

Norton School accepts no responsibility for anything advertised on this page.

Please assure yourselves of the safety, security and suitability of any item

contained below.

CHEERLEADING ACADEMY
With The Ball Sports Coaching (@)

onfidence starts here hine like a sta
Recreational Cheerleading | Competition Cheerleading /g,
=
.Ai

k|
g 1
Tumbling |Early Years Cheerleading| Workshops C 1!
\ A&
/&
s e oS
;i _
» A) |\l Performance opportunities | Holiday Camps| Parties ,'
- N' I % |
L\: F "My child 's confidence continues to grow every session "
@

Book your FREE

taster sessions here! v | ' 5

Sﬂ"
>‘%§;f
RUN.

Sth Decembe'

Run5korik

Around historic Gloucester dressed as santa,
anelf or just joinin the festive fun!

Ticketsnowonsale
www.GlosSantaFunRun.co.uk

Hillview Primary School GL3 3LH | Finlay Community School L4 6TR

| withtheball.co.uk | Lavramason@withtheball.co.uk | 03842821013 |

Youcanalsomgisterondiedayﬁom9:30am

at Kings Square
3
.
website if you wouldlike o get involved %
Rotary < CasgsSiephens GLOUCESTER

Rotary Club of Gloucester BI D



