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A message from Mrs Farren...     
 

Dear families, 
 

This week, I have been thinking about the value of waiting.  
 

With so much available at the touch of a button, many 
children across the country are finding it harder to be 
patient when something does not happen straight away. 

Learning to wait, listen and take turns takes practice, and 
the small moments we share each day can help. 

 
A family meal is one of those moments. Sitting together 

gives children the chance to talk about their day, listen to 
someone else’s story and wait for their turn to speak. They 
also learn to notice how others are feeling and respond with 
care. It does not need to be a long or elaborate meal; the 

conversation is what matters. 
 

If you would like a conversation starter this week, try 
asking: “If you could be any character from a book, who 
would you be, and why?” We’d love to hear your character 
choices, so please share them with school and we can chat 

about them together! 
 

You’ll find some of our teachers’ character choices on the 
‘Brain Boost’ page, along with a fun family challenge on the 
‘Food for Thought’ page. The food challenge is perfect for 
trying together at mealtimes and links beautifully with this 

week’s Brain Boost. Definitely check out both pages this 
week — and have fun getting the conversation flowing! 

 
Have a lovely weekend, 

Mrs Farren and Team Norton 

25th September 2026 
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Class News – 25th September 2026 

This week Little Learners 
have been joining in with the 

actions and words to our rhyme of 
the week; "I have ten little 

fingers and they all belong to me". 
We also had fun creating a story 
map to our story telling story of 

Dear Zoo. Our Little Learners are 
STAR Storytellers! We have also 
explored 2D shapes in our indoor 

and outdoor learning environments. 
We have been learning about the 

Circle shape, and the children have 
enjoyed 'going on a shape hunt', 

and exploring printing with circle's 
and paints.  
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 This week in Reception, we have been 
exploring chalk and enjoying creating 

colourful patterns, pictures and marks 
across the playground. This has 

supported our art progression, while 
also giving the children lots of 

opportunities to practise the movements 
and control needed for early writing. 

The children have also done extremely 
well in phonics this week! We have been 
learning the sounds m, d, g and o, and 

have begun learning our first exception 
word, ‘the’. The children have been 

working hard to recognise and practise 
these sounds, and we are very proud of 

the progress they are making. 

In Year 1 this week 
we have been writing 

sentences with 
adjectives to describe 

the attic in the Old Bear 
story. We learnt about 
the Creation Story in 
RE. In science we have 

looked at how the 
appearance of 

deciduous trees changes 
during the seasons and 
enjoyed finger painting 
trees for each of the 

four seasons.  

This week in Year 2, we have been immersing 
ourselves in and analysing the circular narrative A 

River. The children have shared some truly amazing 
ideas and have shown fantastic imagination and 

creativity when discussing the story and its 
character. We have been putting our grammar 

learning into practice, using expanded noun phrases 
and conjunctions to add detail and develop our 

sentences. The children are now beginning to plan 
their own circular narratives, using all the skills 

they have been learning. It has been wonderful to 
see their enthusiasm and excitement grow as they 

develop their ideas. They can’t wait to become 
authors and bring their own stories to life! 

What an interesting and busy week of learning we 

have had in Year 3! In English, we have been 

writing character descriptions about Golden Fish 
from Ocean Meets Sky, using descriptive 

vocabulary to bring our character to life.We have 
also been enjoying our French lessons, learning how 

to greet someone and introduce ourselves. In 
Geography, we have been learning how mountains 

are formed and exploring the fascinating 
processes that create these impressive landforms. 

It has been a fantastic week filled with lots of 
curiosity, discussion and exciting learning! 

In Year 4 this week we have been writing our 

portal narratives based on the book 'Leon and 
the Place Between'. We have thought about 

expanded noun phrases and alternative nouns to 
include. In science, we learnt about the different 
types of teeth we have and made models of our 

teeth using marshmallows! In geography, we 
learnt about the indigenous tribes that live in the 

Amazon rainforest.  

This week, within Guided 

Reading, Year 5 have been 

looking at a book called The King 
in the Car Park. We have looked 
into the death of Richard III 
and how a team of osteologists 
and archaeologists correctly 

identified him from a skeleton 
found in a car park in Leicester. 

Pupil Voice and Leadership 

This week, Year 6 voted for the committees they would like to represent. Our three committees will 

give children a genuine opportunity to share their ideas and help shape life at Norton. 

Personal Development will focus on areas such as wellbeing, sport and opportunities beyond the classroom. 
Curriculum & Learning will gather pupils’ views about teaching and learning across school, while Community 
& Sustainability will explore ways we can support our local community, care for our environment and make 

Norton more sustainable. 

Each committee will gather views from other pupils and have opportunities to feed their ideas back to 
staff, school leaders and governors.  

PGL PAYMENTS ARE NOW ON PARENTPAY 
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Important Information Pages 
 

Don’t forget to check our Important Information Pages!  

You’ll find key updates, deadlines and useful information 
about school life, including details from companies we work 

with, such as School Trends, catering and music lessons. 

 

Things can change from week to week, so check back 
regularly to stay in the loop! 

 

Thanks everyone! 
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Offsite visit and single consent 
 

Please complete the form below and return to 
the school office. 
 
Copies to download are available on dojo or the 
school website. Paper copies are available on the 
wall to the left of the office window. 
 
Other forms that can be found here include: 
- Medicine 
- Term time absence form 
- Change of pupil information 
- Before and after school club form 

- Teacher club forms (coming soon…) 
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CHANGES TO PUPIL INFORMATION 
 

If you need to update us on any 
information we may have on file for your 
child(ren), please complete a form that 
can be found on the wall to the left of 

the office window. 
 
 

Examples of information we need up to date: 
- contact details (names/numbers) 
- home address 

- medical information 
 
 

If your child has a food allergy or 
asthma please come and see Mrs Higgins 

at the school office on a Tuesday or 
Thursday morning or any time on Fridays. 
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Dates for your diary for September: 

Monday 28th September   - All teacher led clubs start 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Coming up in October: 
Thursday 1st October - menu swap! It’s fishy Friday on a Thursday!!!  

      - Football match, no gymnastics club. 

Thursday 8th October - Individual and sibling photographer in  

w/c 12th October   - Isingpop workshops and concert - letters coming out next week! 

Thursday 15th October - Cheltenham Literature Festival (infants, y5/6) 

Friday 16th October   - Cheltenham Literature Festival (y3/4) 

Wednesday 21st October - Harvest collection for Gloucester food bank 

Friday 23rd October  - Last day of term, finish normal time.  

Half term: Monday 26th - Friday 30th October 

Day: The School Day: Lunch Menu (week 1) After school clubs 
(all clubs finish at 4pm) 

Monday  

Tomato pasta 

Cheese and pepper whirl with herby rice 

Jacket potato with Beans/Cheese/Tuna 

Football (Y1/2) 

Lego (Y3-6) 

Dance (Y2-6) 

Art (Y1-6) 

Tuesday  

Sausage roll with potato wedges 

Soya mince pasta bake 

Jacket potato with Beans/Cheese/Tuna 

Baguette with Ham/Cheese/Tuna 

Football (Y3/4) 

Gardening (Y1-6) 

Wednesday  

Roast chicken with roast potatoes 

Vegan sausage with roast potatoes 

Jacket potato with Beans/Cheese/Tuna 

Football (Y5/6) 

Storytime Squad (Y1/2) 

 

Thursday 

FISHY THURSDAY! 

 

Due to football 
matches, gymnastics 

will start the 
following week. 

Fish fingers with chips 

Cheesy broccoli frittata with chips 

Jacket potato with Beans/Cheese/Tuna 

Gymnastics (Y1-6) 

Board&Card Games (Y4-6) 

Cross Country (Y3-6) 

Mindful Colouring (Y1-6) 

Friday 

 

Sharing assembly 
2:45 - all welcome  

Spaghetti bolognaise 

Coconut curry with rice 

Jacket potato with Beans/Cheese/Tuna 

Baguette with Ham/Cheese/Tuna 
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Relating to our brain boost challenge… this would be a great family 
activity to do together!  
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Disclaimer:  

Norton School accepts no responsibility for anything 

advertised on the following pages.  

 

Please assure yourselves of the safety, security and suitability 

of any item contained on the red pages. 
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